
 
Audition Packet 

 

Ruthless: The Stage Mother of All Musicals 

 

 
Director: Robert Hadaway 
For the Duluth Playhouse, Robert has directed You Can’t Take It With You (main stage), The Cat and the 
Hat (Theatre for Young Audiences), and last year’s sold out Calendar Girls in the Underground. In the 
Atlanta area, his directing credits include shows with Theatre in the Square, The Stage Door Players, Big 
Top Theatre, Neighborhood Playhouse, as well as with Georgia Perimeter College and Kennesaw State 
University. He has also been seen performing in many Playhouse productions including Cat on a Hot Tin 
Roof, Mary Poppins, 42nd Street, Rock of Ages, and others.   
 

 
Audition Information 
AUDITIONS: September 22, 2018 from 10am – 12pm 
 
CALLBACKS:  Same day, beginning at 2pm 
 

• Please sign up for a 5-minute audition slot by stopping by or calling the Playhouse office: 218-733-
7555 

 
• Auditions will be held at the NorShor Theatre Rehearsal Studios, 211 East Superior St, 3rd floor 

(skywalk level); If you cannot make these auditions, please contact Robert Lee, the underground’s 
artistic director, to arrange another time slot at rlee@duluthplayhouse.org.  

 
• Read the Script. Available for checkout at Playhouse office ($5 deposit, 3 days) 

 
• Bring a picture and resume. Sample picture resumes are available on our website 

(www.duluthplayhouse.org/auditions). 
 

• The Duluth Playhouse and Underground Theatre auditions are open to all actors and actresses, 
including those who may be auditioning for the first time and professional or Equity actors and 
actresses. 

 

Prepare For Your Audition 
1. Please prepare 16-32 bars of one balled and one up-tempo in a classic Broadway style.   
2. A comic one-minute (or less) monologue. 
3. Any impressions of famous film or Broadway stars of the 1930's-60's will be appreciated.  

 
 

 

 

 

mailto:rlee@duluthplayhouse.org
http://www.duluthplayhouse.org/auditions


Rehearsal and Performance Information 

Rehearsals begin as early as November 12 and will run mostly Mon–Fri 6:30pm-9:30pm. Times and dates 

will vary as Holiday schedules dictate. Some weekend rehearsals will be necessary! Please be as specific 

with your holiday plans as you possibly can on your conflict list. 

 
Performance Dates:   
January 10-12, 17-19 & 24-26 @ 7:30pm … Performances will be in The Underground. 
 
 

Ruthless: Synopsis and Character Breakdown 
 

SYNOPSIS 

Ruthless is the story of a naive 1950s housewife, Judy Denmark, and her adorable but sociopathic 8-year-
old daughter Tina. Encouraged by her manager, Sylvia, Tina will do ANYTHING to get the lead role in her 
school play “including murdering the leading lady!" and that's just the first act! 
The show famously satires iconic films including The Bad Seed, The Women, Valley of the Dolls and All 
About Eve, as well as Broadway musicals from Gypsy to Mame. 
 

CHARACTER BREAKDOWN 

Judy Demark: (20s-30s) Tina's mother, Judy, is a classic 1950s housewife, perfect in every way. When 
she discovers that she has talent, her split personality shines as her Diva persona is born in Act two. 
Imagine Donna Reed turning into Joan Crawford. Belt.  
 
Tina Denmark: (8-11) An adorable 8-year-old with a penchant for murder! Tina sings and dances and 
twirls a baton! She does it all but get the lead in the school play. This leads  to a tragic jump rope 
accident allowing Tina, the understudy, to go on! Tina manipulates by switching from sweet to 
murderous on a dime! Tina does use some foul language so ask your parents before ordering, I mean 
auditioning! 
 
Sylvia St Croix: (35-60) Sylvia shows up one day to help skyrocket Tina's career. A sleazy talent agent, 
she is a little bit Mame, a little bit Bette Davis with a touch of Cruella Du Ville! The role is open to both 
women and men who like to play women. Mezzo. 
 
Myrna Thorn: (30-50) Tina's spinster third grade teacher. Mezzo belt. (May double as Miss Block) 
 
Louise Merman: (Child or Adult) That other 8-year-old! The one whose parents financially sponsor the 
school musical and surprisingly gets the lead in the show "Pippi Longstocking goes to Tahiti!"  (May 
double as Eve) 
 
Lita Encore: (40-60) A loudmouth theater critic and Tina's Grandmother. Traditionally played as an 
Ethyl Merman impression. Mezzo 
 
Eve: (20s-30s) Ginger's assistant. belt. (May double as Louise) 
 
Miss Block: A sleuth thespian reporter, often performed as a Liza Minnelli Impression. Mezzo belt. (May 
double as Myrna Thorn.) 
 



Playhouse Audition Form 
 

Please bring this completed form with you to the audition along with a resume & current photo or headshot. 

The photo/headshot can be in an upper corner of the resume of attached separately. 
 
 

Name 

Home Address (Including Zip) 

Primary Phone #      Other Phone#    

 E-Mail: 

Age    Height   Weight   Hair Color  

 

 

Is there a particular role in the show you are most interested in?      Yes    No  

 

If yes, which one(s)? 

 

Will you accept another part if not offered any listed above?      Yes   No  

 

If you do not get a part, would you be interested in working on tech crew or backstage?   Yes   No  

 

Do you sing, dance, play piano or have other special talents? If so, please explain level of skill:  (Please list any musical 

instruments that you play and skill level)  

 

 

 

 

Do you have ANY conflicts with the rehearsal/performance schedule?    Yes    No  

 

 

Please list ALL conflicts below (be as specific as possible to dates, times). Additional conflicts after being cast may 

not be accepted. 

 

 


