
 

   Audition Packet for Newsies  
            

  

 

Director: Emily Parr    
Emily Parr has been a proud Duluth resident for the past 18 years, moving here without a job or an apartment and 
hoping for the best. Thankfully things have worked out in her favor! She has been a teacher and director at Harbor 
City International School for the past 12 years and couldn't imagine life without her fabulous students. Before 
moving to Duluth, she served as an educator, tour company manager, and assistant to the Artistic Director at the 
Children's Theater in Minneapolis. Having received a full Presidential Scholarship to attend Augsburg College, 
Emily has degrees in both Theater and Music, a secondary licensure in Theater/Speech/Communications, and a 
Master's degree in Theater from Bowling Green State University. Having directed nearly 50 shows over the past 20 
years, a few of her favorites include Antigone, Still Life With Iris, The Birds, and School of Rock.  
 

Casting Ages 13-18 
Cast of approximately 30-40 actors to play a variety of roles. Students must be 13 years old on January 1, 2019. 
Students cannot participate if they are 19 years old by January 1, 2019. 
 
JAZZ SHOES – All students will need black jazz shoes for this production. Jazz shoes will be purchased with our 
group order once the show is cast, however you may purchase jazz shoes before the group order, if you choose. 
Some cast members will need tap shoes as well, but this will be determined once the show is cast.  
 
COSTUME FITTINGS OUTSIDE OF REHEARSAL – There will also be scheduled costume fittings outside of the 
rehearsal schedule that will be determined once the show is cast.   
 

Audition Information 
General 

Auditions 
Friday, November 9, 5:00 - 8:00pm & Saturday, November 10, from 1:30 - 4:30pm  

CALLBACKS 
Sunday, November 11, 1:00 - 4:00pm  
DANCE CALL: Students called back for the dance audition will need to be prepared to learn a 
jazz dance and a tap dance.  

Location 
The NorShor Rehearsal Spaces – 3rd floor of the NorShor building 
Take the skywalk from the Sheraton Ramp or take the elevator in the NorShor to N3  
211 E. Superior St. Duluth, MN, 55802 

Audition 
Preparation 

Audition Expectations: All actors must sing. Please prepare 16-32 bars of an appropriate 
song, preferably from musical theater, and bring your sheet music; an accompanist will be 
provided. Actors will also be asked to read sides (scenes from the script) which will be 
provided at auditions.  
 

Audition Documents: We request actors provide a resume and a current photo or headshot 
along with their completed audition form. 
 

Script perusal: All are encouraged to read the play before auditioning. Scripts are available 
in the NorShor office for a $5 refundable deposit, maximum of 3 day check out.   

Audition 
Sign Up 
Options 

Students will sign up for a 5-minute time slot for auditions. Please sign up the 
following ways:  
A. Use this SignUp Link: http://signup.com/go/dMeAJTn  
B. Email Amber Burns at aburns@duluthplayhouse.org to sign up for auditions. 
C.  Sign up at auditions. You may show up 15 minutes before an audition slot to register for  
that audition time.   

 

 

http://signup.com/go/dMeAJTn


Rehearsal and Performance Information 
 
Rehearsal 
Times: 

Mondays – Fridays, 6:00 - 8:30pm  
**Rehearsals will be 6-9pm or 9:30pm during tech weeks 

Rehearsal 
Dates: 

January 3 - February 27  
(Students cast in Newsies will not be able to have conflicts the week of winter break, 
February 18 - 22)  
Tech Weeks: February 18 - 22 & Feb. 25 - 27 

Where:  The NorShor Rehearsal Spaces – 3rd floor of the NorShor building 
Take the skywalk from the Sheraton Ramp or take the elevator in the NorShor to N3 
211 E. Superior St. Duluth, MN, 55802 
 
Tech Rehearsals & Performances will be located at: 

The Duluth Playhouse Family Theatre Stage (Depot Stage)  
506 W. Michigan Street   

 

STUDENT MATINEES: Please note: We have two student matinee days Wednesday, March 6 and Thursday, 
March 7. Students will be called at 8:30 am those days. You will need to release your child from school for those 
performances. Please note all conflicts on the audition form. Conflicts play a role in casting. 
 

Performance Dates & Times: (Performances are located on the Duluth Playhouse Family Theatre 
Stage at the Depot) 
Thursday February 28 7:00pm 
Friday           March 1   7:00pm 
Saturday       March 2  2:00pm & 7:00pm 
Sunday          March 3   2:00pm 
Wednesday  March 6   9:30am Student Matinee (Potential added night show at 7:00pm)  
Thursday March 7 9:30am Student Matinee & 7:00pm Performance     
Friday           March 8 7:00pm 
Saturday       March 9  2:00pm & 7:00pm 
Sunday          March 10 2:00pm (STRIKE)  
   
NOTE: It is possible that we will add one performance on Wednesday, March 6 at 7:00pm. Families will 
be alerted of any changes with plenty of notice.  
 
Any questions can be directed to Amber Burns: aburns@duluthplayhouse.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Character Breakdown 
Jack Kelly: The charismatic leader of the Manhattan newsies, is an orphaned dreamer and artist who 
yearns to get out of the crowded streets of New York and make a better life for himself out West. Fiercely 
protective of his best friend, Crutchie, and strongly loyal, Jack isn’t afraid to use his voice to attain better 
conditions for the working kids of New York City. Though living on the streets has given him a tough-guy 
exterior, Jack has a big heart and can demonstrate a sweet vulnerability – especially when it comes to 
bantering with a certain female reporter. 

Crutchie: A dedicated newsie with a bum leg that’s painful, but helps sell more papes. Though he walks 
with the assistance of a crutch, Crutchie doesn’t let it define him; when in a jam, Jack Kelly’s best friend 
relies on a goofy- sweet sense of humor and optimistic resilience. Crutchie is the heart of the resistance. 

Davey: Les’s straight-laced, bright big brother starts selling newspapers to help his family earn a living, 
but becomes swept up in the fervor of the strike. A leader in his own right who is learning to use his voice 
to uplift others, Davey is the brains of the resistance. 

Les: Davey’s cheeky younger brother, is inspired by the freedom of the newsies and loves their 
independent lifestyle. A precocious and natural newsie, Les is an intuitive salesboy and a pint-sized 
charmer.  

Newsies: Including Albert, Buttons, Elmer, Finch, Henry, Ike, Jo Jo, Mike, Mush, Race, Romeo, Specs, 
Splasher, and Tommy Boy, are some of the hard-working kids of New York City that go on strike for a 
livable wage.  

Spot Conlon: The proud leader of the Brooklyn newsies, boasts an intimidating reputation and a short 
singing solo in “Brooklyn’s Here.” 

Katherine Plumber: An ambitious young reporter, works hard to make a name for herself as a legitimate 
journalist in a time when women aren’t taken seriously. Quick, funny, and resourceful, she boldly 
captures the voice of a new generation rising in her coverage of the newsies’ strike. While she generally 
has no time for cocky, streetwise young men, she makes an exception for Jack Kelly. 

Darcy: The upper-class kid of a publisher who sides with the newsies.  

Bill: The son of William Randolph Hearst who joins the newsies' cause.  

Wiesel: Or “Weasel,” runs the distribution window for the World and knows most of the newsies by 
name. Assisted by the intimidating Delancey brothers, who keep order by any means necessary, Wiesel is 
Pulitzer’s disgruntled paper- pusher. 

Oscar and Morris Delancey: Tough brothers who work at the distribution window for the World, take 
the side of the publishers in the strike and are known to use their fists to make a point. 

Joseph Pulitzer: A pompous businessman through and through, owns the World and is concerned solely 
with the bottom line. Katherine’s no-nonsense father, Pulitzer doesn’t sympathize with the strikers, but 
he does eventually – and grudgingly – respect Jack. 

Seitz: Editor, advises Pulitzer, but ultimately admires the kids’ newspaper. 

Bunsen: Pulitzer’s bookkeeper, comes up with the ideas to raise the newsies’ price per paper. 

Hannah: Pulitzer’s practical and insightful secretary. 

Nunzio: Pulitzer’s barber. 

Snyder: The crooked and sinister warden of The Refuge, a filthy and horrible orphanage, is concerned 
only with catching enough kids to keep his government checks coming. 



Medda Larkin: Inspired by vaudeville performer Aida Overton Walker, this big-voiced saloon singer and 
star of the Bowery offers her theater as a safe haven for the newsies. An astute entertainer with great 
comic delivery, she’s a good friend to Jack and stands firmly behind the newsies in their fight for justice. 

The Bowery Beauties: Female performers at Medda’s Theater. 

Mr. Jacobi: Allows the newsies to congregate in his restaurant to plan their strike – when he doesn’t have 
any paying customers, that is. 

Mayor: The Mayor of New York City rebuffs Pulitzer’s attempts to shut down the newsies’ strike. 

Governor Teddy Roosevelt: A well-respected lifelong public servant, inspires Jack to stand up to 
Pulitzer. 

Other Ensemble Roles Include: Scabs, Goons, Guard, Stage Manager, Nuns, Photographer, Policemen 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



NEWSIES Audition Form 
Please bring this completed form with you to the audition along with  

a resume & current photo or headshot. Please print clearly! 
 

Student Name:  
 

Birth Date: 

Student Preferred Pronoun (circle) He    She    They   Other (please indicate): _________ Prefer not to say 
We require the following information for the purposes of helping our staff use the most respectful language when addressing 
our students and understanding our population better. 
Home Address: 
 

City, State, Zip: 

Parent/ Guardian Name (1):  

Parent/ Guardian (1):  

Parent/ Guardian (1):  

Parent/ Guardian(2):  

Parent/ Guardian (2):  

Parent/ Guardian (2):  

Student Email:  
 

Student Phone:  

Email address will be used to announce casting, general show info, rehearsal changes, and future Playhouse notices. 

Age: Height: Weight: Hair Color: 

 
If you have had previous stage experience, please list a selection below if it is not already listed on your attached resume. 
Play (Show) Title:   Role:   Location (Theatre performed at):   Date:      
1. 
 
2. 
 
3. 

 
Are you familiar with the script?     Yes _____    No _____   

If so, is there one particular role/show you are most interested in?   Yes _____  No _____ 

If yes, which one(s)? __________________________________________________________    
  

Will you accept another part if not offered any listed above?   Yes _____ No _____ 
Will you accept a non-speaking role?    Yes _____ No _____ 
Do you have any siblings or relatives auditioning for a part? Yes _____ No _____ 
If so, will you accept a part if they are not offered one?  Yes _____ No _____ 
 
Do you sing, dance, play piano or have other special talents? If so, please explain level of skills:   
 

 
 
Do you have ANY conflicts with the rehearsals as listed on the audition form?   Yes _____  No _____  
Please list ALL conflicts below and be as specific as possible. Conflicts will inform casting.  
 

 
 
Are you available for all the performance dates as listed in the information packet?   Yes _____    No _____ 

 
        

   Signature of Parent/Guardian _______________________________________   Date _________________   


