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NEW LIFE. NEW LEGACY.

Baskerville

Dr. Dolittle JR

Beauty and the Beast

Pull up a chair to the hilarious table in ‘Don’t Dress For Dinner’

PRESENTING SPONSOR

BOX OFFICE

Now at the NorShor Theatre,
located at 211 E. Superior St.

ONLINE:
duluthplayhouse.org
norshortheatre.com

CALL: 218.733.7555

HOURS:
Monday-Friday: 10am-5pm
Saturday: Noon-6pm*

*Weekend hours are only when a production
is currently performing at any venue.*

SEASON PARTNERS

January 31-February 10, 2019 // Thurs.-Sat @ 7:30pm, Sun @ 2:00pm (February 10 only)
ASL-Interpreted Performance: Thursday, February 7 @ 7:30pm
If you loved Boeing, Boeing, then you are going to
absolutely LOVE this laugh-a-minute sequel! What
better way to kick off the new year than with a sassy
French farce that’s also a comedy of errors (of EPIC
proportions!)?
Don’t Dress for Dinner ushers the Duluth Playhouse
season into 2019 at the NorShor Theatre with
director Katy Helbacka as the master chef.

“I laughed out loud while reading the script, and that’s
not something that happens often. Plus, it’s set in a
renovated farm house in France, so I’d live on the set
if I could,” said Helbacka. “This show is my return to
theater after having a baby this past January. He will
turn one just two days before the show opens, so it’s
a celebration for me to be heading back to work.”

After spending the past decade working in a small black
box theater, Helbacka is thrilled to be back at it; not
just because she’ll be working with creative people and
talking to adults about something other than diapers,
but because from the moment she heard the NorShor
was being renovated, she knew she wanted to direct
here.
“It has so much history, and the renovation is stunning.
It’s a beautiful —and huge — space, which is such
a thrill and challenge for a director,” she said. “I was
looking for new challenges, and the thought of directing
a bold classic farce in this new gorgeous space was the
perfect answer.”
The mishaps begin when Bernard (Jason Scorich)
tries to hurriedly usher his wife, Jacqueline (Christina
Stroup) out of the house. She is supposed to be going
away to visit her mother, and he intends to “play”
while she does. At first, it seems Bernard has only
invited over his long-time pal, Robert (Jody Kujawa).
The truth, however, is that Bernard has also invited his
mistress, Suzanne (Jenna Kelly) over for the weekend.
When Jacqueline decides to stay home, Bernard
convinces Robert to act as Suzanne’s partner. To add
to the mess, Jacqueline is also Robert’s lover!

the cook Suzette (Playhouse newcomer and Twin
Cities-based actor, Jen Maren) for Suzanne.
The cook (Suzette) has to pretend she is Bernard’s
mistress; and his actual mistress (Suzanne), relegated
to the kitchen, is unable to cook. Preposterous alibis
and explanations start to pile up ... and then the chef’s
homicidal husband comes calling (played by Michael
Kraklio). In an evening of hilarious confusion,
Bernard, Jacqueline Robert and everyone else, are
forced to improvise at breakneck speed.

If you’re confused by that description, just imagine
how the characters feel!
This boulevard comedy was a smash hit when it first
opened in Paris, where it played for over two years,
and in London in the 1990s, where it ran for six years
at the Apollo and Duchess Theatres. It has since played
in theatres all over the USA and the English-speaking
world and was revived in Chicago and on Broadway at
the American Airlines Theatre in 2012. This production
was nominated for two Tony awards in 2012 (Best
Performance by an Actress in a Featured Role in a Play
and Best Costume Design of a Play).
French playwright Marc Camoletti was perhaps best
known for his signature hit, Boeing, Boeing. The two
central characters in Boeing, Boeing, Bernard and
Robert, turn up again in principal roles in Don’t Dress
for Dinner.

What can audiences expect when pulling up a chair to
this hilarious table?
“A hilarious cast. A hilarious script. High-energy
performances on a beautiful Curtis Phillips set, all
wrapped up in a super-fun night out in a gorgeous
theater,” she answered. “I guarantee you will laugh.
A lot.”

As the curtain goes up on January 31, we hope
every theatre-goer will admit there’s a lot to enjoy
in the Playhouse’s next sugary little French trifle of
a show. Bon appetit, and we can’t wait to see you at
the NorShor!

THE DULUTH PLAYHOUSE

Bringing the best in live theatreical entertainment to the stage in Duluth, Minn., since 1914.
Happy New Year, friends!
We at the Duluth Playhouse hope your holidays were magical. Thank you for joining us
for Disney’s Beauty and the Beast to ring in Duluth’s evermore enchanting winter
season. We welcomed 8,500 patrons, new and returning, to the NorShor with our holiday
production. Those same patrons also went out to eat before or after the show, enjoyed
a drink or hot chocolate with family and friends, and strolled past our wonderful
downtown shops on their way to the theatre. Isn’t that incredible?
We’re ready to kick off the new year with a laugh-so-hard-you’ll-cry comedy at the
NorShor (Don’t Dress For Dinner), a classic and silly tale purrrr-fect for families
and young ones ages 4-7 at the Family Theatre (Puss in Boots), and a hysterically
funny (and spoofing) musical comedy in The Underground (Ruthless! The Musical).

Christine Grad

l Seitz

Playhouse Execu
tive
& Artistic Director

Just because the holidays are over doesn’t mean you can’t still have a great gift idea in your back pocket!
Going to the theatre is amazing fun. With a gift certificate, you choose the gift amount: one show, two shows, or
a whole season of fun. What a wonderful way to introduce someone, student or adult, to the magic of theatre!
You can even use the certificate to pay for one of our classes offered by our Education Program. Purchase the
gift certificate in-person, online or over the phone.
Our mission here at the Playhouse is to provide Duluth
and its surrounding regions with the absolute best live
theatre entertainment, outstanding arts education, and
opportunities to be a part of every show. Thank you
for the part you’ve played in our success, and for your
continued support!

Important Dates To Know!

Annual Board of Directors Meeting: January 28

The Duluth Playhouse Board of Directors will host their
annual meeting on Monday, January 28, starting at noon,
and held in the Minnesota Power Mezzanine Lounge
at the NorShor Theatre. The public is invited to attend.
If you’d like to speak at this meeting, it must be approved
beforehand. To RSVP, please call 218.733.7555.

The Playhouse Annual Fundraiser: March 16
March 16, 2019

UPCOMING AUDITIONS
THE NORSHOR THEATRE
· The Government Inspector

General Auditions: Sun., January 20 from 2-5pm
Callbacks: Sun., January 20 from 5-8pm
Director: Michael Kraklio

· Grease

General Auditions:
- Sat., January 19 from 10am-2pm
- Sun., January 20 from Noon-1pm
Director: Amber Burns

THE UNDERGROUND THEATRE
· The Fantasticks

General Auditions: Sun., January 19
Time: 10am-1pm
Callbacks: Sun., January 19 starting at 2pm
Director: Christine Winkler Johnson

All auditions are open to the public.

You’re Invited.
CELEBRATE A YEAR OF SUCCESS WITH THE PLAYHOUSE.

All auditions are held at the NorShor Rehearsal Studios
(211 East Superior St.), unless otherwise noted. The
Rehearsal Studios are located on the NorShor’s 3rd floor,
which can be accessed via the skywalk from the Medical
Parking Ramp, or through Lights on Duluth. Signs will be
posted on the audition day.

The restored historic downtown Duluth gem.
www.norshortheatre.com

Superior Street Construction is Coming...
As many of you already know, and if not, here’s your heads
up, the downtown stretch of Superior Street is being redone.
Phase 1 of the project was completed this past summer, and
Phase 2 will begin roughly in April/May and be completed in
October of the new year. Phase 2 encompasses all of Superior
Street from 4th Avenue East to Lake Avenue. This expanse
includes the NorShor Theatre in the construction plan.
What does this mean for our patrons? A few things will be affected by the street reconstruction, but we
not want you to worry. We’ll make this transitional time as painless as possible. Here are a few things to
think about ahead of time:

PARKING: If you haven’t already utitlized parking inside the First Street Meidical ramp located on 1st
Street behind the Sheraton Hotel, now will be the time! Parking in this ramp is currently free for the first
hour and after 5:00pm. Parking here will make your visit easy as it is directly connected to the NorShor
Theatre via the skywalk. By parking in this ramp, you can avoid the road construction easily.

WHEELCHAIR ASSISTANCE: If you require wheelchair assistance, we have you covered! Right inside the
doors of the parking ramp (marked with the NorShor logo), we have a waiting area and an usher ready to
help should you require assistance safely navigating the skywalk and your way into the NorShor.

SIDEWALK ACCESS: From our understanding (as noted from Phase 1), the sidewalk directly in front of
the NorShor will be accessible by foot traffic (and elsewhere included in Phase 2) once construction
begins. However, for those who prefer front-door drop-off or curbside pick-ups before and after shows,
this most likely will not be an option come spring/summer. Please see our note above about the First Street
Medical parking ramp.
STAY INFORMED: We’ll do our best to keep our patrons informed and up-to-date on our websites, social
media, and email updates. You can also stay informed with the project by visiting www.superiorstreet.org.
Thank you for your understanding and patience!

Also Coming to the NorShor Theatre

Jade Presents

NorShor Classic Film Series

NorShor Concert Series

Jade Presents

Martin Sexton with
Chris Trapper

On The Waterfront

Irving Berlin’s
Rags to Ritzes

Maria Bamford

January 12 @ 8pm

the callboard

starring Marlon Brando
January 13 @ 7pm

February 22 & 23 @ 7:30pm

February 24 @ 7pm
February 25 @ 8pm

Performing wildly imaginative performances
all ages will enjoy at the Depot

Up Next with the Theatre for Young Audiences (TYA)
The sassiest & cleverest cat in the kingdom!
Tom, the miller’s son, is left his father’s cat for an inheritance. He’s also
expected to get the family mill. Unfortunately, that went to his bossy elder
sister, Gabrielle. The cat, however, is no one’s fool. He promises that if Tom
gets him a pair of boots, he will make his fortune.

Once he has the footwear and becomes Puss in Boots, the cat sets out on
an amazing adventure. It involves meeting the King, the Queen and the lovely
Princess Pam, who Puss thinks will make a nice wife for his master! There is
only one real obstacle to the cat’s brilliant scheming: The Great Ogre!

PERFORMING: January 19-February 3, 2019
Saturday @ 1pm & 4pm | Sunday @ 2pm

On the Depot stage

Fall Classes for 2019 Now Open For Enrollment!
AGES 5 & 6

Party Animals Under The Big Top
March 2 - May 4 · Saturdays, 9-10am

JUNIOR PROFESSIONAL TRACK (AGES 9-12)*

AGES 5-9

Junior Dance: Musical Theater Audition Prep
March 16 - May 18 · Saturdays, 2:30-4pm

Junior Company
March 16 - May 18 · Saturdays, 12:30-2:30pm

Stage Play: Theatre for Children with Autism
January 30-April 3 · Wednesdays, 4:30-5:30pm

Junior Improv: Making Strong Choices
March 16 - May 18 · Saturdays, 10:30am-Noon

AGES 7-9

Team Escapade and the Mixed Up Files of
Mrs. Basil E. Frankwiler
February 26 - April 30 · Tuesdays, 4:30-6pm

TEEN PROFESSIONAL TRACK (AGES 13-18)*
Teen Company
March 16 - May 18 · Saturdays, 10:15am-12:15pm

NEW! Do You Want to Be in a Musical?
February 25-April 29 · Mondays, 4:30-6pm

AGES 10-14

Teen Dance: Musical Theater Audition Prep
March 16 - May 18 · Saturdays, 8:30-10:00am

Sloppy Joe Adventure Crew and the Haunted House
February 25-April 29 · Mondays, 4:30-6pm
NEW! Do You Want to Be in a Musical?
February 26-April 30 · Tuesdays, 4:30-6pm

Teen Improv: Creating Strong Characters
March 16 - May 18 · Saturdays, 12:30-2:00pm
*Bundle pricing is available for both the Junior
& Teen Profeessional Tracks*

Visit duluthplayhouse.org/childrens-education for class descriptions, tuition, class instructors,
and to enroll online or download our mail-in enrollment form.
Watch your mailboxes for the official Education Program postcard coming soon!

January 2019

duluthplayhouse.org

218.733.7555

A satellite theatre of the Duluth Playhouse,
located in the lower level of the Depot

Kicking Off The New Year with a Musical Comedy
How far would you go to get what you want?!
Ruthless! The Musical tells the story of the beautiful and talented 8-year-old
Tina Denmark who will do anything to play the lead in her school play…
ANYTHING! Tina knows she was born to play Pippi Longstocking, and she
will do absolutely anything to win the part in her school musical…including
murder!
A very funny, fast-paced and wickedly twisted musical comedy, this
aggressively outrageous hit garnered rave reviews during its long OffBroadway run.
PERFORMING: January 10-26, 2019
Thursday-Saturday @ 7:30pm
In The Underground Theatre

Saturday, February 16, 2019
7:00pm

March 21-23, 2019

All performances at 7:30pm

You have a story. Tell it. You have a vision. Show it.
You have a talent. Share it. You have FIVE MINUTES
OR LESS.

The celebration of original one-acts returns for its
third year!

This festival features the short work of 5-minutesor-less submitted by 15 professional and amateur
filmmakers from all over the world, and across all
genres, as selected by our panel of judges.

The past first and second festivals attracted more
than 250 submissions, and this pool will be narrowed down to 6-8 for performance on March 2123.

The Underground Theatre presents the 14th Annual
Short Shorts Film Festival in Duluth, Minnesota. Did
you kow this is Northern Minnesota’s only short film
festival?

The night of the festival, our live audience picks the
top three winners, and those winners receive cash
prizes.

Written by women from all over the world, directed
by women from across the Twin Ports, and
performed by local community actors, this series of
short plays highlights women voices and everything
they have to say.

Each selected piece is an unpublished, original oneacts or monolouge, and will be a non-musical script.

Be Social. Follow Us @duluthplayhouse

BOX OFFICE:
211 E. Superior St.
Duluth, MN 55802
218.733.7555

January 10-26

January 19-February 3

January 31-February 10

This activity is made possible by the voters of Minnesota through a Minnesota
State Arts Board operating support grant, thanks to a legislative appropriation
from the arts and cultural heritage fund. The Playhouse also recognizes and
values the support of the Lloyd K. Johnson Foundation, the Northland Foundation,
the Duluth Superior Area Community Foundation, and the Mardag Foundation.

What’s Inside?

•
•
•
•
•

Grab the tissues and get ready to laugh with Don’t Dress For Dinner
Head up! Superior Street construction is coming this spring/summer
Spring 2019 Youth & Teen Classes now open for enrollment
Auditions are coming for The Gov’t Inspector, Grease & The Fantasticks
Save the Date for Encore!, the annual Playhouse fundraiser • And more inside!

COMING UP IN A GLANCE
January 6

January 10

Classic Albums Live
presents Fleetwood
Mac: “Rumors”

Opening Night of
Ruthless! The Musical

January 13

January 19

NorShor Classic
Film Series:
On The Waterfront

Jade Presents

Martin Sexton
with Chris Trapper

January 19 & 20
Auditions for
The Government
Inspector, Grease &
The Fantasticks

January 31

February 16

February 24 & 25

Opening Night
of Don’t Dress
For Dinner

14 Annual Short
Shorts Film Festival

Maria Bamford

NorShor

VISIT: duluthplayhouse.org

Opening Day
of TYA’s
Puss in Boots

January 12

Family Theatre

th

Education

CALL: 218.733.7555

Jade Presents

Underground

Auditions

