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NEW LIFE. NEW LEGACY.

Disney’s Newsies

PRESENTING SPONSORS

What She Said Festival

One Part Farce + One Part Slapstick = The Government Inspector
May 9-19, 2019 // Thurs.-Sat @ 7:30pm, Sun @ 2:00pm (May 19th only)
ASL-Interpreted Performance: Thursday, May 16 @ 7:30pm
A good satire bites when it is written, but a great
satire withstands the test of time and continues to
bite for future generations.

We are, of course, referring to the political comedy
The Government Inspector, which is the next show
in our 2018-19 season, performing at the NorShor
Theatre.

BOX OFFICE

Now at the NorShor Theatre,
located at 211 E. Superior St.

ONLINE:

duluthplayhouse.org
norshortheatre.com

CALL: 218.733.7555
HOURS:

Monday-Friday: Noon-6:00pm

*Weekend hours are only when a production
is currently performing at any venue.*

SEASON PARTNERS

Sweeney Todd

“The Government Inspector is a classic because it was
funny then and it is funny now,” says Kraklio, director
of the show, and who also recently played Judge
Turpin in Sweeney Todd.

Written by Russian dramatist Nikolai Gogol in 1834
and adapted by Jeffrey Hatcher in 2008, The Government Inspector is a hilarious reminder of the terrifying
timelessness of bureaucracy and buffoonery. It’s a
comedy of errors, ridiculing the extensive political
corruption of Imperial Russia at the time.
“Comedy doesn’t get more classic than this story.
This new adaptation does a fantastic job of bringing
Gogol’s brilliant story to a brand new generation.
I love the characters. They are so bold,” remarks
Kraklio.

Here’s the scoop: The Mayor of a small Russian town
(Playhouse veteran Jody Kujawa) receives a letter
informing that an incognito government inspector
will arrive shortly to investigate the town. A hubbub
of activity begins as the crooked Mayor and his
corrupt cronies attempt to cover up their misdeeds.

It is reported that a suspicious person arrived
recently from Saint Petersburg and is staying at the
inn. This person is Ivan Khlestakov, an impoverished and handsome - young civil servant (played by
Jonathan Lotti, fresh from Sweeney Todd). When the
Mayor and his crew learn that Khlestakov has been
charging his large hotel bill to the crown, they think
he is the dreaded government inspector!

The Government Inspector premiered at the
Alexandrinsky Theatre, Saint Petersburg in 1836.

Nicholas I, Tsar at the time and one of the first to see
The Government Inspector, is said to have taken a
liking to Golgol’s masterpiece, commenting that the
play ridiculed everyone, most of all himself.
Hatcher’s adaptation premiered off-Broadway in
2017 to great acclaim. The New York Times called
it a “buoyant” production that “generates the kind
collective enthusiasm in its audience that you
associate with home-town football teams.”

Allegedly based on an anecdote recounted to Gogol
by Pushkin, mistaken identity acts as a lynchpin in
the plot of The Government Inspector. Gogol was part
of the revolution that held a mirror up to society and
made Russia take another look at itself, shaming it
into improvement.

The play itself deals with prominent issues of its time;
human corruption, bribery and dishonest bureaucracy yet these themes are still relatable today, despite
its being written over 200 years ago.
Class systems, governments, authority, power, public
services, inspection fever or ‘the Ofsted factor’, fear
of the unknown and keeping face all feature in The
Government Inspector. Through the theme use of
disguise, slapstick and mistaken identity – some of
the founding dramatic devices in use since at least
16th century – the story is told simply, and utterly
effectively.
“There are many morals in this show: Truth is best,
honor your parents, don’t be greedy...the list goes
on. Perfect formula for a comedy,” says Kraklio.

After the dark Stephen Sondheim musical thriller,
Kraklio wanted to make audiences laugh long and
laugh hard. “We hope audiences will fill the NorShor
with laughter at every performance,” he says.

THE DULUTH PLAYHOUSE

Bringing the best in live theatreical entertainment to the stage in Duluth, Minn., since 1914.

Attention Season Ticket Holders!

We’ll soon be announcing our 2019-2020 season, but we know you ma
find yourselves wondering when can you renew or purchase a 20192020 season pass? Here are a couple of dates to note:

• Wednesday, May 1 - Current season ticket holders may

exclusively renew thier season memberships,
which includes renewing or changing seat
locations. This includes full season members
and flex-pass members.

• Monday, June 10 - Season passes on sale to the general public.

New season brochures and subscription forms will be hitting
mailboxes in June. If you are a current season ticket holder who will
not be renewing in the 2019-2020 season, please call the box office
at (218) 733-7555 or e-mail boxoffice@duluthplayhouse.org so
we can release your seats.

But before we move on to the new season, there’s still more to come! Opening May 9 is the delightfully silly and
frenzied The Government Inspector, and our grand finale for the 2018-2019 season, the original high school musical,
Grease. We hear it’s the word! Opening July 11, tickets are on sale now, so get them while you can.

SAVE THE DATES FOR THESE EVENTS!
SEIZE THE DAY FAMILY THEATRE FUNDRAISER
- Thursday, May 2
- Starting at 6:00pm
- Held in the Great Hall at the Depot
- Standard Tickets: $50 // Youth Tickets: $25

Purchase tickets before April 30th and receive $5 off each ticket!

Help us “raise the Playhouse Banner” by attending this fun,
family-friendly fundraising event!

Wear your favorite Newsies gear, hat, newsbag, slacks and
suspenders, and enjoy a night of Family Theatre Performances,
Valentini’s Pasta Bar, a Dance Party with your favorite TYA
characters, and more!

The Family Theatre is committed to educating, challenging,
and inspiring young people and our community. Contributions
at this event will support the Family Theatre, our growing
theater programming, and the Education Department at
the Playhouse.
www.duluthplayhouse.org
bit.ly/SeizeTheDayFT
218.733.7555

MARDI GRAS UNDERGROUND THEATRE FUNDRAISER
- Thursday, June 13
- Held in The Underground Theatre
- More information coming soon!

UPCOMING AUDITIONS
THE NORSHOR THEATRE
· Smokey Joe’s Cafe

General Auditions: Saturday, May 11
- 10:00am-2:00pm
Callbacks: Saturday, May 11
Director: Michael Matthew Ferrell

· The Wizard of Oz
General Auditions: May 18 & 19
- Noon-6:00pm

Director: Joe Chvala

THE UNDERGROUND THEATRE
· Dracula

General Auditions: Sunday, May 19
- 10:00am-1:00pm
Director: Justin Peck

All auditions are open to the public.

All auditions are held at the NorShor Rehearsal Studios
(211 East Superior St.), unless otherwise noted. The
Rehearsal Studios are located on the NorShor’s 3rd floor,
which can be accessed via the skywalk from the Medical
Parking Ramp, or through Lights on Duluth. Signs will be
posted on the audition day.

The restored historic downtown Duluth gem.
www.norshortheatre.com

Phase 2 of the Superior Street Construction Project is Here
The City of Duluth is excited to kick off the next season of transformation in downtown Duluth, and we’re here
to give you the first update! Superior Street is undergoing the second of three phases of construction to install
improved utilities, energy efficient closed loop hot water heat systems, and streetscape amenities that cater to
more pedestrian activity and enjoyment.
The second phase extends from east of
Lake Avenue to west of 4th Avenue E.,
and this phase does include and affect
Duluth Playhouse productions
performing at the NorShor Theatre
this April-October 2019.
What does this mean for you when
coming to see a show at the NorShor
between now and October?

• PARKING:

- The Medical District Ramp (302 E.
First Street). Located behind the
Sheraton Hotel, this ramp is currently free for the 1st hour and free after 5:00pm. This ramp is also connected to
the Greysolon Plaza and the NorShor Theatre via the skywalk, and new directional signage will help guide patrons
and visitors to both locations.
- The HART District Ramp (125 E. Superior Street). There is access to this ramp via 1st Street on the left-hand side
of the street, right after the Clayton-Jackson-McGhie Memorial (look for blue Public Parking signage). This ramp
also has free parking for the first hour but will charge after that. This ramp is also NOT connected to the NorShor
Theatre via the skywalk. Patrons will have to walk to the theatre from this ramp.
- The Tech Village Ramp (10 E. First Street). Located behind Pizza Luce and just before Lake Avenue, this ramp will
also be free for the first hour of parking but will charge after that first hour.

• WHEELCHAIR ASSISTANCE:

Right inside the doors of the Medical Parking Ramp (marked with the NorShor logo), we have a waiting area and
an usher ready to help should you require assistance safely navigating the skywalk and your way into the NorShor.
New signage is being posted throughout the parking ramps, as well as street kiosks to assist with directions and
way finding.

• SIDEWALK ACCESS:

Sidewalk access will remain open throughout the entire project! Front door drop-offs before and/or pick-ups after
performances will NOT be an option during the construction phase. For all upcoming events through mid-October,
patrons will need to make alternate drop-off or pick-up arrangements. We also offer wheelchair assistance from
the Medical District Ramp to the theatre. See ‘Wheelchair Assistance’ above.

• BOX OFFICE:

Our Box Office hours will currently remain the same (Monday-Friday, noon-6:00pm), and you may always contact
us by phone (218.733.7555) or email (boxoffice@norshortheatre.com) for assistance.

We’ll keep you informed of changes and happenings during Phase 2 of the Superior Street project throughout the
summer. Here’s how you can stay a few steps ahead:

- Visit and bookmark our website: www.duluthplayhouse.org/superiorstreet. We’ll be posting weekly updates.
- Subscribe to “Word on the Street” press releases and newsletter at www.superiorstreet.org.
- Check our Facebook and Instagrams for weekly updates and photos (@duluthplayhouse & @norshortheatre).

the callboard

Performing wildly imaginative performances
all ages will enjoy at the Depot

The Hottest Summer Camps in Town --- No SPF Required!
Let young ones express how they view the world and their place in it – as well as provide an
excellent outlet for creativity, energy and fun! All camps take place at the NorShor Rehearsal Studios, unless
otherwise notied. Camp tuition for ages 5 & 6 is $185 and for ages 7-14 is $215. Scholarships available!

JUNE 10-14

The Teddy Bear Adventures
5 & 6 year olds
9:00am-Noon (Mon-Fri)

The Egypt Game and the
Hidden Hieroglyphs
7-9 year olds
9:00am-3:00pm (Mon-Fri)

JUNE 17-21

Around The World...
In A Bathtub!
5 & 6 year olds
9:00am-Noon (Mon-Fri)

Around The World...
In A Bathtub!
5 & 6 year olds
Noon-3:00pm (Mon-Fri)

Wands Up!
A Hogwarts Adventure
10-14 year olds
9:00am-3:00pm (Mon-Fri)

JUNE 24-28

There is a Monster at the end
of This Play
5 & 6 year olds
9:00am-Noon (Mon-Fri)
There is a Monster at the end
of This Play
5 & 6 year olds
Noon-3:00pm (Mon-Fri)
Captain Underpants:
Summer School Edition
7-9 year olds
9:00am-3:00pm (Mon-Fri)

JULY 15-18

The Egypt Game and the
Hidden Hieroglyphs
7-9 year olds
9:00am-3:00pm (Mon-Fri)
I Spy: Lessons in Being
a Secret Agent
10-14 year olds
9:00am-3:00pm (Mon-Fri)

JULY 22-26

The Teddy Bear Adventures
5 & 6 year olds
9:00am-Noon (Mon-Fri)
Captain Underpants:
Summer School Edition
7-9 year olds
9:00am-3:00pm (Mon-Fri)

JULY 29-AUGUST 2

The Egypt Game and the
Hidden Hieroglyphs
7-9 year olds
9:00am-3:00pm (Mon-Fri)
Wands up!
A Hogwarts Adventure
10-14 year olds
9:00am-3:00pm (Mon-Fri)

ENROLLMENT NOW OPEN
FOR ALL 2019 SUMMER
CAMPS WITH THE PLAYHOUSE
SCHOOL OF PERFORMING ARTS!

Join Us For An Adventure in the Hundred Acre Wood
A honey-filled delight based on the books by A.A. Milne
Join the beloved Pooh Bear and friends Piglet, Rabbit, Eeyore, Kanga,
Roo, Owl and even Tigger as one adventure turns into another. And
another. And another!

Through all the surprises, hilarity, and challenges, they discover that
friendship is the greatest gift and simplicity a virtue beyond measure.
Perfect for youth theater lovers (ages 3-8), this play promises to remind
everyone that “a little thought for others makes all the difference.”

PERFORMING ON THE DEPOT STAGE: May 11-26, 2019
Saturdays @ 1pm & 4pm // Sundays @ 2pm

April 2019

duluthplayhouse.org

218.733.7555

A satellite theatre of the Duluth Playhouse,
located in the lower level of the Depot

A Charming Romantic Musical Comedy Next at The Underground
There’s always time to remember...
The Fantasticks is a funny and romantic musical about a boy, a girl, and
their two parents who try to keep them apart. The narrator, El Gallo,
asks the audience to use their imagination and follow him into a world
of moonlight and magic.
The boy and the girl fall in love, grow apart and finally find their way
back to each other after realizing the truth in El Gallo’s words that,
“without a hurt, the heart is hollow.” “Try To Remember” a time when
this romantic charmer wasn’t enchanting audiences around the world.
PERFORMING: April 25-May 11, 2019
All performances @ 7:30pm
In The Underground Theatre

Despite the fact that The Fantasticks ran for nearly 42 years, it’s
difficult to put its popularity into perspective. Even its creators,
Harvey Schmidt and Tom Jones, often said they couldn’t really
articulate why it became such a durable property.
Of course any show with such a distinctive pedigree has a
fascinating history. Here are a few facts that give some insight
into its creation, its record-breaking off-Broadway run and the
universality of its story.

Cast List
El Gallo: Joshua Smith*
The Mute: Suzie Baer
Luisa: Rachel Williams
Matt: Ben Peter*
Bellomy: Kirby Wood
Hucklebee: Cathy Berggren
Henry: Ian Wallin
Mortimer: Zach Sain

**Member of the Playhouse Resident Company

• Ten U.S. presidents held office during the 17,162-performance
run of The Fantasticks, from Dwight Eisenhower to George W.
Bush.
• A ticket to see this particular show in 1960 cost $3.75. When it
closed in 2002, the cost of admission was $40.
• At the time of its 30th anniversary in 1990, there had been 693
productions in 68 foreign countries.
• Composer Schmidt hand-lettered “The Fantasticks” stage
curtain for many years.
• The musical’s original title was Joy Comes to Deadhorse. Taking
some of its inspiration from Romeo and Juliet, it featured two
competing ranches: one Spanish, the other Anglo. Named after
her father Don Luis, the girl was known as Luisa.

Still Coming This Season to The Underground

- A modern retelling of a classic
Greek tale
- A riotous comedy by Neil Simon
- A genre-bending, fourth-wallsmashing musical sensation
www.duluthunderground.org
May 30-June 8

August 1-10

August 28-30

Be Social. Follow Us @duluthplayhouse

BOX OFFICE:
211 E. Superior St.
Duluth, MN 55802
218.733.7555

April 25-May 11

May 9-19

May 30-June 8

May 11-26

This activity is made possible by the voters of Minnesota through a Minnesota
State Arts Board operating support grant, thanks to a legislative appropriation
from the arts and cultural heritage fund. The Playhouse also recognizes and
values the support of the Lloyd K. Johnson Foundation, the Northland Foundation,
the Duluth Superior Area Community Foundation, and the Mardag Foundation.

What’s Inside?

•
•
•
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•

The Government Inspector: Over 200 years old, but still as relevant as ever
Superior Street’s Phase 2 is here and we have the latest updates
Summer Camps are now open for enrollment for ages 5-14
Try to remember a musical as charming as The Fantasticks
Important information for our season ticket holders • And more inside!

COMING UP IN A GLANCE
April 20

April 21

April 25

LetsTalkMN’s 2nd
Annual Mental Health
Awareness concert

NorShor Classic
Film Series:
Double Indemnity

Opening Night of
The Fantasticks

May 2

May 9

May 11

Seize The Day
Family Theatre
Fundraiser

Opening Night of
The Government
Inspector

Auditions for
Smokey Joe’s Cafe

NorShor

VISIT: duluthplayhouse.org

May 11

May 30

Opening Day
for Winnie
The Pooh

Opening Night
of Eurydice

Family Theatre

Education

June 10
Our 2019 weeklong summer
camps begin!

Underground

CALL: 218.733.7555

Auditions

