The Callboard
JUNE 2019

Volume 60, Issue #6

NEW LIFE. NEW LEGACY.

The Fantasticks

The Government Inspector

Winnie The Pooh

‘Grease’ is STILL the Word This Summer at the NorShor

PRESENTING SPONSOR

BOX OFFICE

Now at the NorShor Theatre,
located at 211 E. Superior St.

ONLINE:
duluthplayhouse.org
norshortheatre.com

CALL: 218.733.7555
HOURS:
Monday-Friday,
10:00am-6:00pm

*Hours vary when a show is in performance

SEASON PARTNERS

July 11-28, 2019 // Thurs.-Sat @ 7:30pm, Sun @ 2:00pm (July 21 & 28)
ASL-Interpreted Performance: Thursday, July 18 @ 7:30pm
What do you think of when someone says “Grease?”
The movie? The original Chicago production? The
GREASE: LIVE television showing on Fox from a
couple of years ago? Whichever one is first, changes
are hand-jives, summer lovin’, and Sandy’s iconic
“bad girl” outfit are just a few of the things that
come to mind.

Grease, and its beloved Pink Ladies and T-Birds (or
Burger Palace Boys, as they were originally called),
have had a long journey from its silver screen debut,
and the NorShor Theatre’s stage is one more stop
along the way.

So, put on your poodle skirts and leather jackets; the
senior class of Rydell High is invading the NorShor
this summer to close out the Playhouse’s 2018-2019
main stage series, and it’s going to be absolutely
‘electrifyin’.

Amber Burns takes on the role of both director and
choreographer to bring together a show featuring
this many fast and furious song-and-dance numbers.

“I want to portray an authentic story of how the
rebellious freedom of rock and roll influenced
American culture,” said Burns. “Grease shows us how
America reacted to the tumultuous shifting time of
the 1950s to the 1960s, throwing over repression and
tradition for freedom and adventure, through two of
its main characters.”
Tackling those lead roles of Sandy and Danny, are
local artists Jenna Kelly (Don’t Dress For Dinner)
and Matias Valero (Sweeney Todd).

Other familiar Playhouse faces complete this cast
including, for the Pink Ladies, Christina Stroup (Betty
Rizzo), Jennie Ross (Frenchy), and Daylen Moore
(Jan). Giving balance to their biting sass with the
T-Birds is Ole Dack (Kenickie), Jake Nelson (Doody),
Sam Hildestad (Sonny), and Kyle McMillan (Roger).
Two new faces will grace the NorShor stage with the
Playhouse: Jorie Ann Kosel, playing Marty of the Pink

Ladies, and Daysha Ramsey, tackling the feisty role
of Cha-Cha.
Last June, the classic movie musical turned 40-yearsold and thanks to a sequel and Fox’s live action
filming, Grease has been brought to the attention
of a whole new generation to discover. The colorful
teens of Rydell High are still crooning about prom
night, dropping out of beauty school and heating up
the dance floor with “You’re The One That I Want.”

But did you know the movie came AFTER the
musical? The original production of Grease premiered
at the Kingston Mines Theater in Chicago in 1971,
and it was rough. Aggressive, and purposely vulgar.
When the musical opened on Broadway in 1972, the
production received seven Tony Award nominations,
including Best Musical, and went on to play 3,388
performances (a record at the time). In its eight-year
run, notable cast members included Peter Gallagher,
Patrick Swayze, John Travolta (he played Doody),
Judy Kaye, and Richard Gere.
The adapted film, starring John Travolta and Olivia
Newton-John, was released in 1978, six years after
Grease made its New York debut. It was the biggest
box office hit of the year, and its soundtrack was the
second-best selling album in the U.S. that year.

We’d say it’s pretty rare to find someone who doesn’t
know the story, but just in case: Love-struck bad-boy
Danny and girl-next-door Sandy meet-up at Rydell
High after a summertime romance. With a thrilling
injection of pure fun, astounding dancing, and amazing songs, this is the beloved rock n’ roll celebration
of teen angst, fast cars, and first loves all set in the
fabulous ‘50s featuring irresistible songs “Summer
Nights,” “Hopelessly Devoted To You,” “Greased Lightin’,” and many more.
“Take a rock ‘n’ roll trip down memory lane,” says
Burns. “Slick back your hair or put on your Pink
Ladies jacket, and get ready to rock out to all these
unforgettable songs!

THE DULUTH PLAYHOUSE

Bringing the best in live theatreical entertainment to the stage in Duluth, Minn., since 1914.

Meet Devin Stigsell, Director of Development
We are thrilled to announce the hiring of Devin Stigsell as our new Director of
Development. It’s a new position for us here at the Playhouse, but we have
been looking to fill for quite some time.
With the addition of the NorShor Theatre, our organization as a whole has
grown exponentially, and with that came a new wave of opportunities for the
Playhouse. As the Director of Development, Stigsell will take on sponsorships,
advertising, fundraising initiatives, donor relations, and more.

“I couldn’t be more excited to have Devin join our team,” said Christine Gradl
Seitz, Executive and Artistic Director, “Her talent and enthusiasm is
inspirational and will carry the Playhouse forward with new energy and ideas.”
Stigsell looks forward to continuing to foster close ties with the Duluth
community while creating new, creative and exciting opportunities for
individuals and businesses to support the Duluth Playhouse.

“The Playhouse staff and entire board of directors really has done an amazing job at setting this position up for
success,” states Stigsell, “The opportunities are truly endless and I am so excited to partner with the team to
bring forth some pretty impressive projects.”

If you are interested in Sponsor, Advertising, or Giving opportunities, please reach out to Devin Stigsell at 218733-7556 or dstigsell@duluthplayhouse.org.

Become A Monthly Donor
A beautiful aspect of theatre is tha tnothing stays the same for long. Sets are being restructured, costumes
are being crafted, backdrops are being painted, new scripts are being printed. The seasons don’t changes
with the weather but rather with what is happening on stage.

Our monthly donors have been the support we so desperately need to bridge the gap and smooth the ebb
and flow of activity that happens behind the scenes. With the help of our consistent donors, we have been
able to add in new education programs, invest in new sound equipment, and offer even more scholarships
to students.

Monthly gifts make a huge difference in allowing us the flexibility to focus on areas that require immediate
attention when the need arises. For example:
For $10/month...send a kid to camp to explore the power of performance.
For $50/month...provide the fabric and other essentials needed to
create custom-fitted costumes for a Family Theatre performance.

For $100/month...gift free tickets to community groups who might
not always have an opportunity to see live theater at the NorShor.
You can become a monthly donors by visiting www.DuluthPlayhouse.
org/Support or by calling Devin at 218.733.7556.
Any gift, large or small, helps us do what we do best.
Thank you for your support!

The restored historic downtown Duluth gem.
www.norshortheatre.com

Announcing the 2019-2020 Playhouse Season at the NorShor

September 19-29

November 1-3

December 5-22

January 30-February 9

February 14

March 19-April 5

May 7-17

July 9-19

Concert Series

Concert Series

The NorShor Classic Film Series also returns for its second season, featuring cinematic masterpieces as they
were meant to be seen: on the BIG SCREEN in Duluth’s historic movie palace. With hosts Justin Peck, Jason
Scorich, and Jody Kujawa, a brief introduction is given before each viewing about the film and then patrons
are welcome to stick around afterward for a post-viewing discussion.
We’re also thrilled to announce the Family Classic Film Series, perfect for all ages and for a weekend family
outing, also on Saturdays so the whole family can take in the NorShor!

A Special Gift For Our Season Members

Exciting news: a special Playhouse Members-Only VIP Card is now included with season memberships!
Thanks to our partners, Black Woods Group, our new VIP Card offers season members 15% off dinner tabs at
Tavern on the Hill and Black Woods Grill & Bar as well as 15% off drinks and
snacks at NorShor Concessions through the entirety of the 2019-2020 season.
Do you have friends or family joining you for the show? Everyone in your
group receives the 15% off when paying on one tab.
These new Members-Only VIP Cards will mail by August 1. If you have already
renewed for the new season, not to worry. You’ll still receive a VIP Card with
your season membership.
It’s our way of saying ‘Thank You’ for being our biggest supporters!
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Performing wildly imaginative performances
all ages will enjoy at the Depot

Fun For The Whole Family with the Next Family Theatre production
Tap your toes and make a splash...
Singin’ in the Rain JR has all the makings of a Tinseltown tabloid headline –
the starlet, the leading man and a love affair that could change lives and
make or break careers!

In silent movies, Don Lockwood and Lina Lamont are a hot item, but behind
the scenes, things aren’t always as they appear on the big screen! Meanwhile,
Lina’s squeaky voice might be the end of her career in “talking pictures” without the help of a talented young actress to do the talking and singing for her.
A Junior Summer Intensive performance presented by youth actors ages 8-13

PERFORMING: June 28-30, 2019

Fri @ 7pm | Sat @ 2pm & 7pm | Sun @ 2pm
Performed on the Family Theatre stage at the Depot

New Seats Coming to the Family Theatre
Thanks to a generous $125,000 donation from The Depot Foundation, our Family Theatre is purchasing
and installing new seats in the auditorium!
Our current seats are about 40-years-old and have served their purpose well. This seat restoration
project has been on our wish list for some time, and we’re incredibly thankful to the Depot Foundation
for their support.
Now, when you come see a show this fall with the kids, grandma
and grandpa, mom and dad, or the whole family, you’ll be able to
kick back and now only enjoy the show, but our comfy new seats.

We hope you too are inspired by this exciting upgrade being made
and the growth it shows with our Family Theatre. We invite you to
play a visible role in sustaining our family-focused theater in our
community by picking-a-seat!

You can contribute as an individual, couple, group or family. Honor
the memory of loved one, promote your business or mark a special
occasion. The options are endless!

If you’re interested in learning more about picking-a-seat at the Playhouse Family Theatre, please contact Devin at 218.733.7556
or dstigsell@duluthplayhouse.org.

June 2019

duluthplayhouse.org

218.733.7555

A satellite theatre of the Duluth Playhouse,
located in the lower level of the Depot

We Don’t Hide The Crazy. We Parade It Down The Street.
A Magnificent Masquerade Fundraiser
Don’t miss The Underground’s first annual Mardi Gras Bash! Come to
support Duluth’s favorite little black box theatre the best way we know
how – a Mardi Gras Bash!

An unforgettable night of mysterious and entertaining experiences
featuring The Duluth Dolls, Zeb or Zeke and the Run Away Screamings,
Mardi Gras music, drinks, food, beads, and a second-line parade. You
might even end the night as King or Queen of Mardi Gras!
BREAK OUT THE BEADS: June 13, 2019
Starting at 6:00pm
In The Underground Theatre

Presented by Rubber Chicken Theater

$35/person

If only they knew she had the power...
Based on Stephen King’s bestselling novel, Carrie The Musical tells the tale
of Carrie White, a misfit bullied at school by the popular crowd and at the
mercy of her loving, but cruelly over-protective mother. But Carrie’s just
discovered she’s got a special power, and if pushed too far, she’s not afraid
to use it.
The show originally opened on Broadway in 1988 and the authors have
joined with director Stafford Arima and Manhattan Class Company to
produce this newly reworked and gripping version.
PERFORMING: June 20-29, 2019
Thurs-Sat @ 7:30pm
In The Underground Theatre

$20-$25

Still To Come This Summer
Writing comedy is an absolute riot...
People everywhere gather around the TV each week to watch their favorite
comedian, Max Prince. He’s loud, brash and larger than life.

His temper tantrums and one-liners have the power to make careers – or
make misery for the writers working around him. The network censors
want to change the show to make it more “advertiser-friendly.” But messing
with Max can only mean the jokes and jabs will get funnier and wilder in an
uncertain future, as the world of television heads for a change.
Based on Neil Simon’s backstage experiences in the 1950s as a staff writer
on Sid Caesar’s fabled television series Your Show of Shows.
PERFORMING: August 1-10, 2019
Thurs-Sat @ 7:30pm
In The Underground Theatre

Be Social. Follow Us @duluthplayhouse

$18-$20

BOX OFFICE:
211 E. Superior St.
Duluth, MN 55802
218.733.7555

June 13

June 28-30

July 11-28

This activity is made possible by the voters of Minnesota through a Minnesota
State Arts Board operating support grant, thanks to a legislative appropriation
from the arts and cultural heritage fund. The Playhouse also recognizes and
values the support of the Lloyd K. Johnson Foundation, the Northland Foundation,
the Duluth Superior Area Community Foundation, and the Mardag Foundation.

What’s Inside?
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Grease is the word this summer at the NorShor Theatre
A special gift is now included with 2019-2020 season memberships --- become one today!
New seats are coming to the Playhouse Family Theatre
We want to see *YOU* at the Underground’s magnificent masquerade fundraiser (June 13)
Meet Devin, the Playhouse’s new Director of Development • And more inside!

COMING UP IN A GLANCE
June 9

June 10

June 10

NorShor Classic
Film Series: From
Here To Eternity

June Week-Long
Summer Camps
begin (ages 5-14)

Ani DiFranco
with special guest
Diane Patterson

June 13
Mardi Gras Bash
Fundraiser

June 20
Rubber Chicken
Theater presents
Carrie: The Musical

Opening Night
of Singin’ In
The Rain JR

July 15

July 16

July Week-Long
Summer Camps
begin (ages 5-14)

Jade Presents
The Lone Bellow

July 11
Opening Night
of Grease

NorShor

VISIT: duluthplayhouse.org

June 28

Family Theatre

Education

CALL: 218.733.7555

Underground

Auditions

