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NEW LIFE. NEW LEGACY.

Ruthless! The Musical

Puss In Boots

Don’t Dress For Dinner

Attend The Tale of ‘Sweeney Todd’ at the NorShor Theatre

PRESENTING SPONSOR

March 28-April 14, 2019 // Thurs.-Sat @ 7:30pm, Sun @ 2:00pm (April 7 & 14)
ASL-Interpreted Performance: Thursday, April 4 @ 7:30pm
This spring, audiences can enjoy a bloody-fun musical
thriller on stage with a delicious side of unexpected
comedy baked inside. Stephen Sondheim’s beloved
musical, Sweeney Todd: The Demon Barber of Fleet
Street, will come to the NorShor Theatre, presented by
The Duluth Playhouse from March 28-April 14, 2019.

BOX OFFICE

Now at the NorShor Theatre,
located at 211 E. Superior St.

ONLINE:
duluthplayhouse.org
norshortheatre.com

CALL: 218.733.7555

HOURS:
Monday-Friday: 10am-5pm
Saturday: Noon-6pm*

*Weekend hours are only when a production
is currently performing at any venue.*

SEASON PARTNERS

“The tale of the demon barber of Fleet Street is scary,
bloody, and a morality tale. It’s just my cup of tea!”
said director, Melissa Hart, returning once again this
season after tackling The Music Man last summer.

Sweeney Todd: The Demon Barber of Fleet Street was a
groundbreaking piece of theatre when it premiered in
1979. Stephen Sondheim conceived the musical after
he’d seen a play of the same title by Christopher Bond.
It was a sung-through piece of theatre unlike anything
ever seen before—haunting melodies layered upon
dissonant chords; screeching sounds of engines and
machines; sounds of the music hall and the opera in
the same show. The setting—Victorian England on
the eve Industrial Revolution, when the unexplainable
was easily turned into something dark and sinister—adds yet another layer to this modern, American
musical theatre classic.
The original 1979 production won critical acclaim
and eight Tony Awards, including Best Musical, and
several of the show’s songs, especially “The Ballad of
Sweeney Todd” and “A Little Priest,” are now
standards. Sweeney Todd is considered one of
Stephen Sondheim’s most brilliant works and one
of the best musicals of all time. The production has
enjoyed two Broadway revivals, as well as countless
other professional and amateur productions. Many
audience members may also know Sweeney Todd
from the 2007 film adaptation starring Johnny Depp
and Helena Bonham Carter.

In this musical tale, an aggrieved Sweeney Todd
returns to London after a false accusation leads to his
imprisonment Upon his return, he forms an unlikely
friendship with Nellie Lovett, a pie shop owner. Todd

opens a barbershop above Lovett’s business, and
soon, as Todd’s rage builds, he begins to use his razors
for more than just shaving beards, while Nellie discovers an unsavory new ingredient for her pies that have
the people of London lining up… and the carnage has
only just begun!
“Sweeney Todd was the second piece of Stephen Sondheim’s in which I acted and sang as Mrs. Lovett, and it
has lived in me ever since,” said Hart. “Having directed
[The Music Man] on the NorShor stage last summer,
I wanted to direct on this wonderful stage again, and
this piece emerged. This time, I can approach it as a
director.”
Our production is led by Playhouse-newcomer Paul
Coate as the titular barber, Jen Burleigh-Bentz returns
to the NorShor as the “meat” pie-slinging Mrs. Lovett,
Michael Kraklio as the sinister Judge Turpin, Zach
Churchill as The Beadle, Haley Methner Stewart
Gordon as star-crossed lovers Johanna and Anthony,
Joe McLaughlin as the rival Italian barber, Pirelli; Kyle
McMillan as Pirelli’s apprentice, Tobias, and Rebecca
Farmer as the mysterious beggar woman.
“Though this tale was created in the 1800s of London,
the psyschological aspects are just as vibrant and
driving today,” explains Hart. “People are victims and
villains! They either choose to be one or the other on
a daily basis.”

Rounding out the cast are (in alphabetical order): Erin
Blazevic, Catherine Dukelow, David Greenberg, Dani
Hollar, Luke Hoplin, Andrea Leonard, Jonathan Lott,
April Roeder, Joshua Smith, and Matias Valero.
“The NorShor audiences will see a sad, revengeful
man, who has been falsely accused of a crime to get
him out of the way of a lawless judge who desires the
man’s wife. That’s sad enough as it is, but what ensues
follows a rather dangerous, twisted, and darkly funny
path,” explains Hart.
We hope it leaves you on the edge of your seats. But
only until you leave the theatre…

THE DULUTH PLAYHOUSE

Bringing the best in live theatreical entertainment to the stage in Duluth, Minn., since 1914.

In Remembrance of our Dear Friend: Jean Endrizzi
Jean Endrizzi, a long-time educator and community volunteer, passed away on January
30, 2019. She taught in Park Falls, WI for 5 years before moving to Duluth to teach at
her beloved Denfeld High School. Two Denfeld speech teams earned Minnesota State
High School League championships during her years as speech coach. Many other
state, regional, and national awards were earned by her students in the National
Forensics League.
Active in numerous community and professional organizations, she served as
presiding officer of the Duluth Playhouse, Duluth Area Retired Educators, Duluth
Women’s Institute, Denfeld Faculty Senate, Alpha Delta Kappa - Iota & Fidelis
chapters, and the Duluth Folk Festival. She served on many boards of directors,
including University for Seniors at the University of Minnesota - Duluth, Marie
Jean Endrizzi
Long-time Friend, Donor, and
Saltwick Scholarship Fund, Greater Denfeld Scholarship Fund, Friends of the Duluth
Volunteer of the Playhouse
Public Library, Minnesota Council of Teachers of English, Minnesota Association of
Community Theatres, Duluth Business & Professional Women, Duluth Women’s Club, St. Louis County Heritage and Arts, Glensheen Docents, and St. Mary’s Auxiliary. Ms. Endrizzi was past president of the Duluth
Playhouse and the World Affairs Council. She was a volunteer coordinator and reader for the Lighthouse for the
Blind and casting director of the Christmas Choral Pageant.

For the Playhouse specifically, she was a wealth of knowledge. She reflected on past shows and events in her
“Back In Time” articles for our newsletter, helping honor many actors, directors, and volunteers who had
worked on our productions. We believe she did this for over two decades, and perhaps, even more.
When Christine Gradl Seitz first started with the Playhouse, she was told that if she ever needed to learn more
about the Playhouse’s history, the people behind it and any involved in the organization before her taking the
job, Jean Endrizzi was the person to call. “I didn’t waste much time in calling with a few questions, and Jean
politely told me, ‘Sure, I can answer your questions, and if I don’t know the answer, I’ll make it up!’”, recalls
Christine. “I have never forgotten this, and I continued to call her anytime I needed an ‘answer,’ and she always
had one for me. We will miss her dearly.”

An avid traveler, Ms. Endrizzi followed her love of theater anywhere, anytime, anyplace, and in any language.
Her continuing relationship with former students and colleagues formed bonds in many parts of the world.
Nominated for Duluth Hall of Fame and Port Cities Woman of the Year many times, Ms. Endrizzi was named
Twin Ports Woman of the Year in 1992. She was the recipient three times of the Duluth Playhouse Special
Achievement Award.

The daughter of florists, Ms. Endrizzi and her survivors would appreciate flowers or donations to the Ben and
Pauline Endrizzi Scholarship Fund (at the Hurley High School in Hurley, WI), the Greater Denfeld Scholarship
Fund, or the Duluth Playhouse.
The full obituary for Jean Endrizzi can be found at www.duluthnewstribune.com/obituaries/4565465-jean-endrizzi/.

Upcoming Underground Theatre auditions
· Eurydice

Auditions: Sat., February 23
Time: 9:30-11:00am // Callbacks: 11:30am
Director: Robert Lee

· Laughter on the 23rd Floor

Auditions: Sat., February 23
Time: 2:00-4:00pm // Callbacks: 4:30pm
Director: Nathan Carlblom

All auditions are open to the public and are held at the NorShor Rehearsal Studios (211 East Superior St.), unless otherwise noted. The Rehearsal
Studios are located on the NorShor’s 3rd floor, which can be accessed via the skywalk from the Medical Parking Ramp, or through Lights on Duluth.
Signs will be posted on the audition day.

The restored historic downtown Duluth gem.
www.norshortheatre.com

Next with the NorShor Concert Series
September 13-30

We’re
“puttin’
on the ritz”
classy
evening.10
January
31-February
November
29-December
16 for one

A tribute to legendary songwriter Irving Berlin, come and enjoy an
evening of classic Berlin songs performed by a professional singing
ensemble and an 11-piece orchestra.

Hear all your favorites, including Cheek to Cheek, Puttin’ on The Ritz,
There’s No Business Like Show Business, White Christmas, Blue Skies,
Alexander’s Ragtime Band, and many more.
PERFORMING: February 22 & 23, 2019
Friday & Saturday @ 7:30pm
At the NorShor Theatre

Irving Berlin’s From Rags to Ritzes features the vocal talents of familiar faces to the NorShor Theatre stage
and one brand-new one: Shad Olsen (Disney’s Beauty and the Beast), Vicki Fingalson (Mamma Mia!), Joe
McLaughlin (The Music Man), and Christina Stroup (Don’t Dress For Dinner); and we welcome to the stage
for the first time, Andy Bennett. This musical revue is also directed by returning guest artist Melissa Hart
(The Music Man).

Also Coming Soon To The NorShor Theatre

Jade Presents

Jade Presents

Jade Presents

NorShor Classic Film Series

Maria Bamford

Postmodern
Jukebox

Under The
Streelamp

Rio Bravo
starring John Wayne

March 3 @ 7pm

March 7 @ 7pm

March 10 @ 7pm

February 24 @ 7pm
February 25 @ 8pm

the callboard

Performing wildly imaginative performances
all ages will enjoy at the Depot

Seize the day with our next Family Theatre performance
The delivered the papers until they made headlines...
Newsies is the rousing tale of Jack Kelly, a charismatic newsboy, and leader of
a band of teenaged “newsies.” When titans of publishing raise distribution
prices at the newsboys’ expense, Jack rallies newsies from across New York
City to strike against the unfair conditions and fight for what’s right!
Based on the 1992 motion picture and inspired by a true story, Newsies
features a Tony Award-winning score by Alan Menken, Newsies is packed
with non-stop thrills and a timeless message, perfect for the whole family
and every audience.

PERFORMING: February 28-March 10, 2019
Thurs-Sat @ 7pm | Sat & Sun @ 2pm

On the Depot stage

Imagine the cutest pet trick you’ve ever seen...
You’ll see it here with the Popovich Comedy
Pet Theater coming to the Depot!
From dogs jumping rope to cats pushing strollers, this
show is ideal for kids and kids-at-heart.

The Popovich Comedy Pet Theater is entertainment for
the whole family, featuring the unique blend of comedy
and juggling skills of former Moscow Circus veteran
Gregory Popovich and the extraordinary talents of his
performing pets.

His entourage consists of world-class jugglers, Diamond
the Shetland Pony and over 30 performing pets including
house cats and dogs (all rescued from animal shelters!),
geese, white doves, and parrots.
PERFORMING: Tuesday, April 9 - One Night Only!
Showtime @ 6:00pm
On the Depot stage at the Playhouse Family Theatre

Upcoming Playhouse Family Theatre auditions
· Singin’ in the Rain (Junior Intensive)
General Auditions: March 23 & 24
Casting Ages: 8-13

· Much Ado About Nothing & Xanadu JR (Teen Intensive)
General Auditions: March 30 & 31
Casting Ages: 13-18

All auditions are open to the public and are held at the NorShor Rehearsal Studios (211 East Superior St.), unless otherwise noted. The Rehearsal
Studios are located on the NorShor’s 3rd floor, which can be accessed via the skywalk from the Medical Parking Ramp, or through Lights on Duluth.
Signs will be posted on the audition day.

January 2019

duluthplayhouse.org

218.733.7555

A satellite theatre of the Duluth Playhouse,
located in the lower level of the Depot

Mothers, Daughters, Sisters, Grandmothers, Aunts & Besties Alike
Celebrating women and everything they have to say!
Written by women from all over the world, directed by women from across
the Twin Ports, and performed by local community actors, this short play
festival highlights women voices and everything they have to say.
The past first and second year of this festival attracted more than 250
submissions, and this pool will be narrowed down to 6-8 for performance.
Each selected piece is an unpublished, original one-acts or monolouge, and
will be a non-musical script.
PERFORMING: March 21-23, 2019
All performances @ 7:30pm
In The Underground Theatre

Q & A with the director of the upcoming Eurydice: Robert Lee
In mythology, Eurydice is simply the ill-fated wife of Orpheus, the son of a king and
the muse Calliope and the world’s most legendary musician. And not much is said of
her beyond she must stay in the underworld after Orpheus fails to rescue her when
he turns around to look at her. But in the hands of playwright Sarah Ruhl her tale is
told with depth and eloquence and puts her at the center of the action.
Sarah Ruhl’s play follows Eurydice from when she falls in love, to when she dies and
descends into the underworld right up until the fateful moment she is best known
for. Along the way she is reunited with her dead father, courted by the Lord of the
Underworld, and assisted by a chorus of stones.

- Why should audiences care about this show, especially if they hated Greek mythology in high school
or college? Sarah Ruhl has made these mythical characters very human, relatable and sympathetic. These
aren’t the larger than life characters that you find in the dusty old mythology text books. This production
will be funny, clever and full of music.
- Why did this show appeal to you? In addition to being a beautiful story about beautiful
character, the script is full of beautiful imagery, full of challenges. Fun things like a walk on endless
boardwalks, a chorus of child-like stones, a bedroom made out of string that is constructed in real time, a
lord of the Underworld that grows and shrinks throughout the play, and of course the elevator that rains
inside. The script allows a creative director the chance to fill in a lot of blanks and that really gets me excited.
- Favorite playwright of all time? Oof, that’s hard. Shakespeare has some good stuff. Sarah Ruhl, is definitely
high on my list.
- What is an inspiration for you as you dive into this show? This show has been on my bucket list for years,
it’s an incredible play. But as I have started digging in recently it has profound new meaning. While in the
Underworld Eurydice is reunited with her dead father. Having a daughter of my own now has given me such
a rich new appreciation for this piece and, honestly she has provided me with the experience that is required
to take on the show. She is too young to appreciate the show, so probably won’t see it, but it will be for her.
- Auditions are coming up on February 23. What will help an actor prepare? Please read the play - it is
unlike anything you’ve read before. Prepare a monologue. And come with a sense of playfulness.

Be Social. Follow Us @duluthplayhouse

BOX OFFICE:
211 E. Superior St.
Duluth, MN 55802
218.733.7555

February 28-March 10

March 16

March 21-23

March 28-April 14

This activity is made possible by the voters of Minnesota through a Minnesota
State Arts Board operating support grant, thanks to a legislative appropriation
from the arts and cultural heritage fund. The Playhouse also recognizes and
values the support of the Lloyd K. Johnson Foundation, the Northland Foundation,
the Duluth Superior Area Community Foundation, and the Mardag Foundation.

What’s Inside?

•
•
•
•
•

Beware of Fleet Street! Sweeney Todd is next up at the NorShor Theatre
Make it a classy night on the town with Irving Berlin’s From Rags to Ritzes
From Las Vegas to Duluth comes the Popovich Pet Comedy Theater
Q & A with the director of The Underground’s upcoming Eurydice
ENCORE! A community celebration benefiting the Duluth Playhouse • And more inside!

VISIT: duluthplayhouse.org

CALL: 218.733.7555

