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Laughter on the 23rd Floor

Xanadu JR

Smokey Joe’s Cafe

Follow the Yellow Brick Road to the NorShor for the Holidays!
PRESENTING SPONSOR

December 5-22, 2019 // Thurs.-Sat @ 7:30pm, Sat & Sun @ 2:00pm

ASL-Interpreted Performance: December 12 // Brunch and a Show: December 15
Click your heels together three times; whether seeing
it for the first time or the fifth, audiences young and
old are in for a spectacular holiday treat as we celebrate the 80th anniversary of the classic MGM film
everyone knows and loves: The Wizard of Oz!

There is truly no place like home as the greatest
family musical makes its way to the NorShor Theatre
from December 5-22 with dazzling sets, the charming
and timeless score, and enthralling special effects up
our sleeves.

BOX OFFICE

Monday-Friday, 10am-5pm
211 E. Superior St.
Downtown Duluth

GO ONLINE

duluthplayhouse.org
norshortheatre.com

CALL

218.733.7555

SEASON PARTNERS

From Munchkinland to the Emerald City --- the ruby
slippers to the broomstick of the Wicked Witch of the
West --- it’s all here in this magical, marvelous adventure directed by returning guest artist, Joe Chvala
(Disney’s Beauty and the Beast).
“If you love the movie, you will love this production,”
said Chvala.

Written in 1900 by L. Frank Baum, “The Wonderful
Wizard of Oz” was the first totally American fantasy
for children and one of the most-read children’s
books (according to the Library of Congress). The
1939 film starring Judy Garland was nominated for
six Academy Awards but lost Best Picture to Gone
With The Wind. It did win Best Original Song for
“Over The Rainbow” which nearly didn’t make it into
the film’s final cut (check out the back of this newsletter for more little known facts about the film!).
The film was reintroduced to the public with annual
broadcasts that began in 1956 earning it the title
“most-watched motion picture in history!”

Our version of the musical will feature the gorgeous
music by E.Y. Harburg and Harold Arlen, with familiar
songs such as “If Only I Had A Brain,” “We’re Off To
See The Wizard,” and, of course, “Over the Rainbow.”
This production features a large cast packed with
Duluth locals and many familiar faces to the Playhouse, with Meghan Jarecki in the role of Dorothy
Gale, Stuart Gordon as the Scarecrow, Brendan Finn

as the Tin Man, and Mike Pederson as the Cowardly
Lion.

“It’s always fun to see different people play the roles
that are so associated with Bert Lahr, Billie Burke,
Ray Bolger and Judy Garland --- to see someone
honor those interpretations but also bring their own
artistry to the role,” said Chvala.
“I was already laughing [at auditions] at some of the
new ways these actors chose to deliver those classic
lines!”

Other featured players include Christina Stroup as the
Wicked Witch of the West, Louisa Scorich as Glinda,
Michael Kraklio as the Wizard of Oz, and yes, a real
dog will fulfill the role of Toto.
In addition to all the MGM fabulousness, this production will be tweaking Oz in a sort of colorful steampunk way, adding lots of 19th century touches and
flourishes in the costumes and sets.
Explains Chvala, “Since the original story was published in 1900, we want to bring out the influences
that brought a book like that to be written at the end
of a century.”

Explaining further, Chvala said Emerald City will still
be green with a nod to the original Art Deco style of
the time the film was made, and Munchkinland will
be a sumptuous fairyland, but with a little art nouveau and steampunk mixed in to bring it closer to the
time period it was conceived in.

“Steampunk works really well to create that world because there is both wonder and a charming sense of
menace to be found in that aesthetic,” added Chvala.
Whether it creates new memories or conjures them
up from the past, everyone deserves to experience or
relive the wonderful, whimsical story of The Wizard
of Oz. It’s truly a show for the whole family, and we
can’t wait to take our audiences on a journey down
that yellow brick road this holiday season!

THE DULUTH PLAYHOUSE

Bringing the best in live theatrical entertainment to Northeast Minnesota since 1914

SAYING THANKS TO OUR VOLUNTEERS
In early September we held a wonderful appreciation event for Playhouse
volunteers and treated them to dessert and wine and a movie premiere of
An American in Paris!

Many, many thanks to the volunteers that fill over 1,200 positions per year.
We honestly couldn’t do it without them!! Our talented volunteers do so
much for us, countless hours of ushering patrons to their seats and handing
out playbills, sewing on buttons, washing dozens and dozens of kids
costumes after shows, gallons of paint painted on scenic designs, dozens
of posters hung up around our community, and so much more.
A huge thank you to Patty McNulty & Duke Skorich and the Zenith
Research Group for underwriting the first classic film of the series. It’s
extra special to see these classic films on such a large screen in a historic
theatre like the NorShor.

We are so appreciative of our volunteers and this was a wonderful way to
treat them and express our gratitude for all of their time, hard work and
talent. Supporting the Duluth Playhouse doesn’t have to be dollars, your time
and talent is valuable too, and so very much appreciated.

If you would like to volunteer at the Duluth Playhouse or would like to attend one of these amazing classic films, visit
www.duluthplayhouse.org, www.norshortheatre.com, or call our Box Office (218-733-7555) for more details.
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GET A JUMP START ON HOLIDAY SHOPPING!

Share laughter and fun with family and friends by giving a Duluth Playhouse gift card
this holiday season! (We know, we know...it seems early to be thinking about this, but
the holidays will be here before you know it!). Gift cards make great Christmas, birthday and anniversary gifts --- as well as wonderful employee incentives and gestures of
thanks to clients and business associates.

Gift cards are availaible in any amount and they never expire. Our gift cards can be redeemed for any Duluth Playhouse-produced performance at the NorShor Theatre, The
Underground Theatre, or the Playhouse Family Theatre!

Gift cards can be ordered online by visiting www.duluthplayhouse.org/gift-certificates, by calling the Box Office at
218.733.7555, or stopping by in-person.

UPCOMING AUDITIONS
NORSHOR THEATRE
The Mousetrap
• December 8
• Directed by Tom Isbell
The Who’s Tommy
• February 1 & 2
• Directed by Sean Byrd

FAMILY THEATRE
Roald Dahl’s Matilda
• November 23 & 24
• Seeking ages 8+ (youth & adults)
• Directed by Amber Burns
A Year with Frog and Toad
• February 8 & 9
• Directed by Rob Hadaway

UNDERGROUND THEATRE
Around the World in 80 Days
• February 8 & 9
• Directed by
Jonathan Manchester
The Wild Party
• February 8 & 9
• Directed by Jody Kujawa

All auditions are open to the public, and are held at the NorShor Theatre Rehearsal Studios (211 E, Superior St.), unless otherwise noted. The studios are located on the NorShor’s 3rd Floor, which can be accessed via the skywalk from the Medical Distrct
Parking Ramp, or through the Lights On Duluth street front. www.duluthplayhouse.org/auditions/.

Home to the Duluth Playhouse’s Main Series
www.norshortheatre.com

A MAGICAL EVENING FILLED WITH BROADWAY FAVORITES
September 13-30

A musical performance filled from start to finish with Broadway songs, cele10Featuring
November
29-December
brating
the bravest
heroes and16
dastardlyJanuary
villains to31-February
cross the stage.
hits from shows like Wicked, Hamilton, Disney’s The Little Mermaid, and
many more!
It’s the big-hearted heroes --- and the cold-hearted villains --- that give the
greatest punch to Broadway musicals and create the most enduring musical
figures onstage
Fun for all ages; bring the whole family from young theatre-lovers and
grandma and grandpa, too!

PERFORMING ONE DAY ONLY: October 19
@ 2:00pm & 7:00pm

Heroes and Villains of Broadway features the vocal talents of familiar faces to the NorShor Theatre stage: Ali
Littrell Finstrom (The Music Man), Evan Kelly (Disney’s Beauty and the Beast), Shad Olsen (Smokey Joe’s
Cafe) and, Christina Stroup (Smokey Joe’s Cafe). This musical extrvaganza filled with song from start to finish is an original work created by Duluth Playhouse staff with choreography/movement by Amber Burns and
musical direction by Kyle Picha.

ALSO COMING SOON TO THE NORSHOR THEATRE

NorShor Classic Film Series

Jade Presents

Mojo and Bob & Blue Ox Festival

NorShor Classic Film Series

Psycho

Church of Cash

Pert Near Sandstone

To Have and Have Not

Directed by Alfred Hitchcock

A Johnny Cash Tribute

with Jerry Douglas

Starring Humphrey Bogart

October 27 @ 6:00pm

November 9 @ 8:00pm

November 15 @ 8:00pm

November 17 @ 6:00pm

the callboard

Home to Family-Friendly Theatre Productions
www.duluthplayhouse.org/family-theatre

A HIGH SEAS ADVENTURE FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY
Set sail with young Jim Hawkins, the larger-than-life Long John Silver and a
crew of swashbuckling rogues, as Treasure Island explodes like a cannonball
onto the stage, regaling thrill-seekers of all ages with a story both epic and
funny.

Adventure beckons when a mysterious blind man delivers the dreaded Black
Spot to the aging sea captain, Billy Bones. Now, Jim is plunged into a desperate
race for buried treasure armed with only his wits against a crew of pirates!

PERFORMING: October 25-November 3
Fri @ 7pm, Sat @ 1pm & 4pm, Sun @ 2pm

Great for ages 3+
Running Time: ~ 1 hour and 15 minutes

SINK A LITTLE DEEPER INTO YOUR SEATS NEXT TIME YOU VISIT
The next time you take in a show at our family-friendly
venue, make sure to sink into your seat a little deeper
and enjoy the brand-new seats installed this fall!

Thanks to a generous grant from The Depot Foundation,
we were able to purchase and replace the old, and wellloved, red chairs that served the Playhouse over the
past 40 years.
New seats means new opportunities to take on a visible
role in sustaining a signature arts theatre in our community at the historical Duluth Depot. You can contribute as an individual, couple, group or family. Honor the
memory of a loved one, promote a business or mark a
special occasion. The options are endless, and we hope
you’ll consider taking your place in our legacy.

TAKING THE FAMILY THEATRE BY (SNOW) STORM
Young and the young at heart will fall in love with this story of discovering your
true power.

Tucked away in the kingdom of Arendelle live Princesses Anna and Elsa. Anna
is a fearless, spirited dreamer, and Elsa, while timid, harnesses magic in her fingertips capable of creating worlds of ice and snow. When an icy outburst causes
a never-ending winter and Elsa makes a quick retreat, Anna sets out to find her.
Along the way, she meets ice salesman Kristoff, his reindeer sidekick Sven, and
a loveable snowman named Olaf.

PERFORMING: January 10-26, 2020
Fri @ 7pm, Sat & Sun @ 1pm & 4pm
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Home to the Playhouse’s unique satellite theatre
www.duluthunderground.org

SHIVER WITH ANTICIPATION THIS HALLOWEEN
Probably the oddest, most off-the-wall cult film ever made, this kinky
rock’n’roll science fiction horror satire is everybody’s favorite cult classic.

A young couple stumbles into a castle inhabited by weirdos from the planet Transylvania including Dr. Frank N. Furter, a transvestite Frankenstein in
rhinestone heels. A marvelous musical spoof which urges, “Give yourself over
to absolute pleasure” complete with live, lip-synching performances, prop
bags, and audience interaction.
PLUS! Following the performance on Halloween night, join us at the Caddy
Shack Pub for a devilishly good time in your fishnets (and leave your inhibitions at home).

PERFORMING: October 30-November 2
All performances @ 7:30pm

CELEBRATING 15-YEARS OF SHORT SHORT FILMS
It’s very exciting that the Short Shorts Film Festival is celebrating its 15th Anniversary on January 18, 2020! The festival
started in the Play Ground black box theatre in 2005 and has grown to become a local favorite and sold-out event.
When we started, we were the only short film festival (all films under 5-minutes) in the Upper Midwest. Many things
have changed throughout the years, including technology, but one thing that hasn’t changed is that YOU, the audience,
choose the winners. We have some fun things planned for our 15th Anniversary so save the date and see you there!
Better yet? Submit a film for a chance to win cash prizes!
Visit filmfreeway.com/15thAnnualShortShortsFilmFestival for submission rules and submit your short short by January 10, 2020.
- Crystal Pelkey, co-founder Short Shorts Film Festival

THE PERFECT HOLIDAY TREAT FOR MATURE ELVES
When a down-on-his luck wannabe actor arrives in New York City at the end
of the year, the only employment he can find is at Macy’s department store
-- working in Santaland for the holiday season, as a reluctant, but relentlessly
cheerful, elf.
Newly christened “Crumpet”, our clever anti-hero shares his observations
of the mayhem in front of and behind the scenes during one chaotic December, from aggressive parents and drunken Santas, to flirtatious actors, poor
hygiene, and the hazards of being a “Pointer Elf.”
Will Crumpet find a moment of pure Christmas spirit? Based on his humorous and autobiographical essays, David Sedaris’ The Santaland Diaries, is a
one-man wry and witty look at the combination of retail hell and theatrical
spectacle that is the holiday season.

PERFORMING: December 12-14
All performances @ 7:30pm

duluthplayhouse.org

218.733.7555

BOX OFFICE:
211 E. Superior St.
Duluth, MN 55802
218.733.7555

October 19

October 25-November 3

December 5-22

This activity is made possible by the voters of Minnesota through a Minnesota
State Arts Board operating support grant, thanks to a legislative appropriation
from the arts and cultural heritage fund. The Playhouse also recognizes and
values the support of the Lloyd K. Johnson Foundation, the Northland Foundation,
the Duluth Superior Area Community Foundation, and the Mardag Foundation.

What’s Inside?

•
•
•
•
•

Tickets are on sale now for the classic (and holiday show), The Wizard of Oz
Brave heroes and dastardly villains take the NorShor stage in Heroes and Villains
It’s a pirates life for the Family Theatre with Treasure Island
Let’s do the Time Warp again this Halloween in The Underground
Our volunteers are incredible, and we wanted to thank you • And more inside!

CELEBRATING 80 YEARS OF THE FEATURE FILM:
Five Facts about THE WIZARD OF OZ
you may not have known!
- Dorothy’s blue-and-white gingham dress was actually blue
and light pink, which was easier to shoot in Technicolor.
- When the Tin Man cries, it’s actually chocolate syrup
streaming down his face, giving the illusion of machine oil.
- Judy Garland was actually the studio’s second pick for the
role of Dorothy. The first? Shirley Temple.

- The feature film was a box office flop. Between coming
out at the tail end of The Great Depression and competing
with Gone With The Wind, it barely recouped its budget.
- It was first shown on television in 1956, and has since
become a massive beloved hit.

VISIT: duluthplayhouse.org

CALL: 218.733.7555

