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Embark on the hilarious quest for the Holy Grail with 'Spamalot'
March 19-April 5, 2020 // Thurs-Sat @ 7:30pm, Sun @ 2:00pm (March 29 & April 5)
ASL-Interpreted Performance: March 26 // Brunch and a Show: April 5
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SEASON PARTNERS

It’s just a flesh wound! If you're immediately quoting
Monty Python after reading that first line, then
you need to be at the NorShor Theatre from March
19-April 5, 2020 to see the Duluth Playhouse’s presentation of Monty Python’s Spamalot, a production
lovingly ripped off from the film spoof comedy
Monty Python and the Holy Grail.
Monty Python’s Spamalot retells the legend of King
Arthur and his Knights of the very, very, very, very
Round Table, and features taunting Frenchmen,
cancan dancers, the Lady of the Lake and her Laker
Girls, killer rabbits, catapulting cows, the odd
Knights who say “ni," and show-stopping musical
numbers. It's all part of their adventures and dangers in their quest for the Holy Grail.

“I first saw Monty Python and the Holy Grail at a
friend's birthday party in middle school, and that
led to a lifelong obsession with all things Monty
Python,” said director Justin Peck, who has also directed Dracula and Baskerville in The Underground.
“Spamalot takes so much of what I love about the
movie and blends in some of my favorite elements
of great musical theatre. The result is a hilarious,
clever, silly comedy that's also a big, fantastic,
extravagant musical. I'm ecstatic that I have the
opportunity to work on it!"

The 2005 Broadway production, written by Eric Idle
and music by John Du Prez, won three Tony Awards,
including Best Musical, and was followed by two
successful West End runs. In its first Broadway run,
it was seen by more than two million people and
grossed more than $175 million.
Leading the quest is King Arthur (Chris Nollet) with
his trusty servant Patsy (Kyle McMillan**). Playing
his gallant knights – a broad assortment of other
characters – are Jason Scorich as Sir Lancelot the
Homicidally Brave; Stuart Gordon** as Sir Robin the
Not-Quite-So-Brave-as-Sir-Lancelot; Ole Dack as Sir
Galahad, the Dashingly Handsome; Blake Reistad as

Sir Bedevere, the Strangely Flatulent; and Christina
Stroup* as The Lady of the Lake. Rounding out the
cast are Joe McLaughlin as the Historian; Sam Hildestad as Not Dead Fred; and Camryn Buelow, Erin
Blazevic, Mallory Polivka, Kristen Hylenski, Catherine Dukelow and Dani Hollar** as Laker Girls; and
Austin Becker, Christopher Hoffman, and Theodore
Carlson Webster in the ensemble.

“I'm over the moon about this cast and crew,”
adds Peck. "Working with Kyle Picha on music and
Matthew Wager on choreography, all of our brilliant
designers, and a cast that's to die for is like waking
up on Christmas morning -- except it's every day."

There are – if only briefly – references to “Monty Python’s Flying Circus” skits, such as the Lumberjack
Song, Spam, and the Dead Parrot sketch, while some
of Broadway’s musicals are skewered along the way,
including a spoof of Andrew Lloyd Webber, Fiddler
on the Roof, West Side Story, Man a La Mancha, Les
Miserables, and The Producers.
Fun Fact: Spamalot is one of eight United Kingdom musicals to be commemorated on Royal Mail
stamps, issued in February 2011

This show is a must-see for Python fans, but there’s
no need to know anything about killer rabbits or
why the Knights would “Run Away” to be thoroughly
entertained by this very funny musical. It’s a show
all ages will have a ball at and can thoroughly enjoy,
even if they don’t know a thing about Monty Python.
"If you've seen Spamalot before (or if you've seen it
many times before, like me) then you're still in for
a treat," Peck insists. " Producing this show for the
beautiful NorShor stage enables us to really go all
out."

This outrageous story of King Arthur and his
Knights will not only delight audiences, but will help
all to remember to “always look on the bright side
of life.”

*member of Actor's Equity Association **member of the Playhouse Resident Artistic Company

THE DULUTH PLAYHOUSE

Bringing the best in live theatrical entertainment to Northeast Minnesota since 1914

HOLIDAY APPEAL UPDATE: A NOTE FROM OUR DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR
WE DID IT!
The generosity of our community helped us to surpass our
ambitious Year-End Giving goal!

On behalf of the entire Duluth Playhouse organization, thank
you. Thank you for believing in our mission and the great work we
do in our community.

Because of our donors, we were able:
• To replenish our scholarship fund so that youth can participate
in theatre education programs,
• To provide access to the arts and give free tickets to shows to
disadvantaged populations and,
• To provide overall support to artists in our community by
giving them the tools, education and space to exercise their creativity and push the boundaries of traditional theatre
arts.
This holiday season, we were able to raise $41,817. And we simply could not have done it without you.
Thank you for your support!

Still want to make a gift? Visit www.duluthplayhouse.org/support or call 218.733.7555 (M-F, 10am-6pm) to make a gift any
time and of any size.

BE SAFE WHEN MAKING TICKET PURCHASES
In this day and age, ticket scams are very much a thing as people try
to make some quick cash and potential patrons try to find a good
deal. Unfortunately, the Duluth Playhouse is not exempt from this
fraudulent activity.

The safest, most secure way to purchase legitimate tickets to any
Duluth Playhouse production is through our website (www.duluthplayhouse.org or www.norshortheatre.com), by calling our Box Office
at 218.733.7555, or stopping by in-person to our Box Office location.
Tickets purchased from any individual, company or website other
than those listed above are purchased at a patron's own risk and
may be fraudulent, counterfeit or invalid for admission to the performance..

UPCOMING AUDITIONS
NORSHOR THEATRE
The Who’s Tommy
• GENERAL: February 22 from
10am-Noon (Young Tommy
auditions will be a group call at
9am)
• CALLBACKS: February 22 from
3-6pm
• Directed by Sean Byrd

UNDERGROUND THEATRE
The Wild Party
• GENERAL: February 22 from
10am-12:30pm
• CALLBACKS: February 23,
starting at 3pm
• Directed by Jody Kujawa

The Duluth Playhouse and its Board of
Directors will host their annual meeting
on:
• Monday, March 23, 2020
• Starting at noon
• In the Minnesota Power Mezzanine
Lounge at the NorShor Theatre

The public is invited to attend. If you’d
like to speak at this meeting, it must be
approved beforehand. To RSVP, please
call 218.733.7555.
All auditions are open to the public, and
are held at the NorShor Theatre Rehearsal Studios (211 E, Superior St.), unless
otherwise noted. The studios are located
on the NorShor’s 3rd Floor, which can be
accessed via the skywalk from the Medical
Distrct Parking Ramp, or through Lights
On Duluth. www.duluthplayhouse.org/
auditions/.

Home to the Duluth Playhouse’s Main Series
www.norshortheatre.com

CELEBRATE VALENTINE’S DAY WITH A DELIGHTFUL MUSICAL COMEDY
September 13-30

Come
single, with
your partner,
besties! 31-February 10
November
29-December
16 or yourJanuary
From awkward first dates and first loves, through marriage and parenting,
through dating profiles and dreaded mothers-in-law, I Love You, You’re
Perfect, Now Change, is about love in all its messy glory and will resonate
with millennials and baby boomers alike.

Told through quick-take vignettes of many different couples played by four
actors, everyone should swipe right on this fresh, off-beat look at what it
takes to play the game of love in 2019.

PERFORMING: February 14 @ 7:00pm & February 15 @ 2:00pm

I Love You, You're Perfect, Now Change features the vocal talents of Joe Allen, Carolyn LePine, Nathan Payne,
and, Christina Stroup (The Wizard of Oz). This musical's book and lyrics were written by Joe DiPietro and
the music by Jimmy Roberts. Our production will be directed by Christine Gradl Seitz and Amber Burns, with
musical direction by Kyle Picha.

ALSO COMING SOON TO THE NORSHOR THEATRE

Twin Ports Choral Project presents

NorShor Classic Film Series presents

Jade Presents presents

Considering Matthew Shepard

Sunset Boulevard

Tommy Emmanuel

February 21 & 22 @ 7:30pm

March 8 @ 6:00pm

March 25 @ 8:00pm
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Home to Family-Friendly Theatre Productions
www.duluthplayhouse.org/family-theatre

A LITTLE OPERA OF THE NORTH SPECIAL PRESENTATION
Four professional singers + one pianist = one fully staged opera adapted especially for elementary school audiences!

Lyric Opera of the North and its Little Loon program present the Opera for the
Young’s adaptation of Massenet’s Cinderella at the Depot.
Massenet adapted Cinderella with an irresistible blend of wit, sensitivity, and
elegance. The love duets are the very essence of romance, but there’s hilarity,
too, thanks to the most outrageous of all stepmothers.
A great introductoin to opera for young ones ages 5+!

PERFORMING: Tuesday, February 25

Starting at 6:00pm // Running Time is ~45-minutes

SPRING INTO THE REHEARSAL STUDIO WITH THEATRE & DANCE CLASSES
The Playhouse School of Performing Arts celebrates young artists and their
creative expression; providing a fun, engaging environment to explore theatre and dance, develop self-confidence, and collaborate with others.
Our classes are perfect for students with or without theatre experience.

• OPEN HOUSE:

February 13 from 4:30-6:00pm at the Depot
Rehearsal Studio (506 W. Michigan St)
• CLASSES BEGIN: February 29, 2020
• CLASSES HELD: The Depot Rehearsal Studio and the NorShor
Rehearsal Studios (211 E. Superior St.)
• LEARN MORE:
Call 218.733.7555, bit.ly/YouthandTeenSP2020, or bit.ly/Adult-SP2020

Family and friends are invited to a final showcase performance on May 9,
2020, to share in the students’ artistry over the semester.

MAGIC, MISCHIEF AND A WHOLE LOTS OF IMAGINATION
Inspired by the twisted genius of Roald Dahl, the Tony Award-winning Matilda:
The Musical is packed with high-energy dance numbers and catchy songs. It's a
joyous romp children and adults alike will be thrilled and delighted by!

Matilda has astonishing wit, intelligence, and psychokinetic powers. She’s unloved by her cruel parents but impresses her schoolteacher, the highly loveable
Miss Honey. Over the course of her first term at school, Miss Honey begins to
recognize and appreciate Matilda’s extraordinary personality. However – the
school’s mean headmistress, Miss Trunchbull, hates children and just loves
thinking up new punishments for those who don’t abide by her rules.

PERFORMING: March 5-22, 2020

Thurs-Fri @ 7:00pm, Sat @ 2:00pm & 6:00pm, Sun @ 2:00pm
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Home to the Playhouse’s unique satellite theatre
www.duluthunderground.org

A MORALITY PLAY WITHOUT MORALS
This dark comedy is a scathing social commentary taking aim at the roots
and manifestation of fascism, written in a politically tense setting of 1950s
Germany.

A respected member of his community, Goetlieb Biederman has made his
fortune by selling hair follicle replacer. He enjoys wine, his cigars and relishing in his success while scoffing at the gullibility of the citizens of his town
who let strangers into their homes. And with a string of arson fires around
town, he doesn’t understand why anyone would do that?!

But after a knock on his door, he finds a growing number of guests, oil drums
and suspicious activities filling his home. Will Biederman become the very
thing he’s been mocking? Will he realize in time?

PERFORMING: February 20-29
Thursday-Saturday @ 7:30pm

SHOWCASING THE WORK OF WOMEN PLAYWRIGHTS
The 4th Annual What She Said Festival is back, featuring a collection of
original one-acts and monolouges, showcasing the work of women playwrights from around the world, and directed by women from across the
Twin Ports.

The past three years we've hosted this festival, it attracted more than
250 submissions, and that continues this year! This pool will be narrowed
down to 6-8 pieces that will be performed with minimal set, costumes,
and props. Each selected piece is an unpublished, original one-act or
monolouge, and will be a non-musical script.

PERFORMING: March 26-28
All performances at 7:30pm

CONGRATS TO OUR #SSFF2020 WINNERS

On February 18, the 15th Annual Short Shorts Film Festival was
hosted with a near sold-out crowd. After the final films of 5-minutes or less were seletected, the audience became the judge and
decided which three films would take home the top prizes. Here
are this year's winners:
• 1st PLACE: Yet Another by Tim Disbrow
(Annadale, NJ)
• 2nd PLACE: The Latelys - "Hoping for the Sun"
by Brian Barber (Duluth, MN)
rd
• 3 PLACE: Dark by Necdet Yigit
(Mardin, Turkey)

SAVE THE DATE
Be whisked away as party-goers parade from
one engaging and immersive entertainment
to the next at our second Mardi Gras Bash!
• Saturday, March 14
• At The Underground

Feel free to dress up, dress down
or come in costume. Be ready to
eat, drink, dance and for a few
surprises. This one-night event is bringing
all the wildness of New Orleans to The
Underground Theatre.

duluthplayhouse.org

218.733.7555

BOX OFFICE:
211 E. Superior St.
Duluth, MN 55802
218.733.7555

February 14 & 15

February 20-29

March 5-22

March 19-April 5

This activity is made possible by the voters of Minnesota through a Minnesota
State Arts Board operating support grant, thanks to a legislative appropriation
from the arts and cultural heritage fund. The Playhouse also recognizes and
values the support of the Duluth Superior Area Community Foundation, Lloyd
K. Johnson Foundation, the Northland Foundation, and the Mardag Foundation.

What’s Inside?

•
•
•
•
•

Look on the bright side of life with Monty Python's Spamalot at the NorShor
Celebrate Valentine's Day at the NorShor Theatre with I Love You, You're Perfect, Now Change
We're getting rowdy at the Family Theatre with Matilda: The Musical
The Underground Theatre is going up in flames with The Arsonists
Thanks to your support, we hit our year-end appeal goal • And more inside!

WE ASKED; YOU ANSWERED!
There were more than a few special effect surprises awaiting
audiences in our holiday production. Here were the audience favorites

VISIT: duluthplayhouse.org

CALL: 218.733.7555

