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THE SCHOOL OF PERFORMING ARTS
Our staff is dedicated to providing professional theatre education 
experiences. Our classes are designed to develop skills for the stage 
and foster individual artists. Students are challenged in new and exciting 
ways that strengthen acting, dance, and voice techniques such as 
projection, character choices, and self-confidence. Personal develoment 
skills like collaboration, creativity, and problem-solving are also modeled 
through class exercises and training. Plus, it’s a TON OF FUN!

STATEMENT OF INCLUSION
The Duluth Playhouse makes intentional choices in our classes and 
classroom practices to make sure we are a welcoming space for peoples 
of all abilities, ethnicity, economic status, sexual orientation, and gender 
identity. Our programs include need-based scholarships and staff 
happy to work with families to meet students’ individual learning and 
social needs.

STAY SAFE. STAY INSPIRED. STAY CONNECTED.
To keep everyone safe and informed, The Duluth Playhouse is 
committed to updating our safety protocols based on the latest 
recommendations from the Minnesota Department of Health and the 
Center for Disease Control. Close adherence to their recommendations 
is required to ensure the safest possible space for all students. Check 
duluthplayhouse.org daily for the most recent updates on Duluth 
Playhouse’s Covid-19 Healthy & Safety Plan. 

WHICH CLASS IS RIGHT FOR YOU?
ACTING:  In our acting classes students will audition and be cast in a 
short play. Actors focus on teamwork, role playing, character work, and 
building confidence. Theatre concepts explored include vocal projection, 
body control, blocking, and memorization. Each acting class ends with a 
performance showcase at the end of the week.

MUSICAL THEATRE:  In our musical theatre classes students will 
learn songs and dances from Broadway musicals.  With an emphasis on 
learning, retaining, and performing choreography and song, this course 
models the rigor, dedication, and etiquette expected in professional 
rehearsal spaces. Students will learn how to collaborate as an ensemble 
while also learning to shine with vocal solos. Each musical theatre class 
ends with a performance showcase at the end of the week.
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MEET OUR INSTRUCTORS

CLASS LOCATION
Location is specified, NorShor Theatre or Family 
Theatre, on each class description.

 NorShor Theatre: 211 E. Superior St.
 Family Theatre:  506 W. Michigan St.

SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE!
Visit our website at: 

www.duluthplayhouse.org/education 

Download the assistance form and 
send to Amber at:
 
aburns@duluthplayhouse.org.



Ages 5 & 6
Party Animals: Polar Bear Club
Saturdays, Sept. 18 - Nov. 20  9:00am - 10:00am | Family Theatre

Grrr! There’s trouble in Antarctica. Those pesky penguins are causing problems at 
the south pole. Can the polar bears save the day? Actors will focus on teamwork, role 
playing, and creative games in this interactive class. Theater concepts explored include 
vocal projection, basic stage movements and expression.  
Showcase: Saturday, November 20 at 10:00am |  $120

Ages 7-9 

Team Escapade: Tanya Timber’s Lumberjack School
Saturdays, Sept. 18 - Nov. 20  10:30am - Noon | Family Theatre

It’s graduation day at lumberjack school and all the students are excited, but Tanya 
Timber has one final test for them. Do the students have what it takes to pass? Actors 
will focus on teamwork, imagination and problem-solving in this interactive class.  
Theater concepts explored include vocal projection, stage blocking, and memorization.
Showcase: Saturday, November 20 @ 11:30am  |  $220

Ages 10-12

Sloppy Joe Adventure Crew: Food Fight!
Wednesdays, Sept. 15 - Nov. 17  4:30-6:00pm | Family Theatre

Lunch Lady Lisa is missing and the cafeteria food just isn’t the same. Are the new 
recipes responsible for the recent strange happenings at school? The Sloppy Joe 
Adventure Crew is on the case. Actors will focus on teamwork, concentration, and 
building confidence in this interactive class. Theater concepts explored include vocal 
projection, body control, and character development. 
Showcase: Wednesday, November 17 at 5:30pm  |  $220

Ages 9-14

Improv Theatre!
Saturdays, Sept. 18 - Nov. 20  1:30-3:00pm | 
NorShor Theatre
Learn the basics of improv, storytelling, and staging 
through improv games and acting exercises! Our improv 
class is fun and engaging while instilling great listening 
skills, team-building, and creative thinking. Learning to 
make strong choices is a cornerstone for any 
professional acting student who wants to perfect 
their acing abilities. 
Showcase: Saturday, November 20 at 3:00pm | $220

ACTING



MUSICAL THEATRE
Ages 7-9 

Musical Theatre Song & Dance: 
“Bikini Bottom Boogie!” Spongebob 
Tuesdays, Sept. 14 - Nov. 16   4:30-6:00pm | Family Theatre
Develop valuable musical theatre skills while learning a musical song and dance 
combination from the musical Spongebob!  Condition your voice, and improve 
audition skills, stage foundation, and dance and acting abilities.
Showcase: Tuesday, November 16 at 5:30pm |  $240

Ages 10-12

Musical Theatre Song & Dance: 
“I Like to Move it” Madagascar (TAP DANCING)
Thursdays, Sept. 16 - Nov. 18  4:30-6:00pm | Family Theatre
Bring your tap shoes and advance musical theatre skills while learning a musical song 
and dance from the musical Madagascar! Condition your voice, and improve audition 
skills, stage foundation, and dance and acting abilities. Students do not need to have any 
tap dancing experience, but must own and bring tap shoes to class. *Some tap shoes are 
available to borrow - contact Amber Burns: aburns@duluthplayhouse.org 
Showcase: Tuesday, November 16 at 5:30pm  |  $240

Ages 9 - 14

Musical Theatre Jazz 
Saturdays, Sept. 11 - Nov. 13  9:00am - 9:45am | NorShor Theatre
A form of theatrical dancing that combines the songs of Broadway musicals with the 
movement of classic jazz styles. This high-energy class will prepare any dancer for the 
bright lights of Broadway!
Tuition:  $75

Ages 9 - 14

Broadway Tap
Saturdays, Sept. 11- Nov. 13 10:00 - 10:45am  | NorShor Theatre
Whether you are a beginner or have some experience this tap class is going to get you 
ready for the stage! Work on combinations, patterns and rhythms that will prepare you 
for any musical theatre performance. Students do not need to have any tap dancing 
experience, but must own and bring tap shoes to class *Some tap shoes are available       
to borrow - contact Amber Burns: aburns@duluthplayhouse.org
Tuition:  $75



Ages 7-9 

Fall Mini Intensive: Road Trip!
Mondays, Sept. 13 - Nov. 15  4:30-6:00pm | Family Theatre

There’s nothing like a cross country road trip. Especially when it doesn’t go as planned. 
So buckle up and prepare for one wild ride! In this professional intensive students will 
develop advanced acting skills and perform a short play! This course models the rigor, 
dedication, and etiquette expected in professional rehearsal spaces. Students will build 
foundational techniques while creating stories and imagining animals! Students must 
have taken a previous acting class to register. 
Showcase: Monday, November 15 at 5:30pm  |  $220

Ages 9 - 12 

Fall Junior Intensive: ONE ACT: Castle of Questions
Saturdays, Sept. 18 - Nov. 20 11:00-1:00pm | NorShor Theatre

What’s inside the castle beyond the mist? What will you find in the highest towers? 
What’s lurking in the deepest dungeons? And what happens when you find the 
answers? In this professional intensive students will audition and be cast in a one act 
play! With an emphasis on acting, learning and retaining, this course models the rigor, 
dedication, and etiquette expected in professional rehearsal spaces. Students are 
expected to have a foundation in basic acting vocabulary and technique.  
Students will be held to a high standard for focus, stamina, and work ethic.  
Showcase: Saturday, November 20 at 6:00pm |  $240

Ages 13 - 18
Fall Teen Intensive: ONE ACT: Myth Understandings 
Saturdays, Sept. 18 - Nov. 20 11:00-1:00pm | NorShor Theatre

Greek Mythology is often myth-understood. The 
myth-representation of these tales lead to myth-adventure, 
myth-fortune, and myth-behavior. Don’t myth out! Audition and be 
cast in a One Act show! With an emphasis on learning, retaining, and 
performing students will learn advanced acting techniques, scene 
work, and character building exercises. This course models the rigor, 
dedication, and etiquette expected in professional rehearsal spaces. 
Students are expected to have a foundation in basic acting and 
technique. Students will be held to a high standard for focus, 
stamina, and work ethic.
Showcase: Saturday, November 20 at 6:00pm  |  $240

PRE-PROFESSIONAL THEATRE TRAINING



Ages 15 - Adult 

Saturday Dance Intensives 
Saturdays, Sept. 11 - Nov. 13   9:00-10:45am | NorShor Theatre

Improve technique, rhythm, flexibility, and dancing skills in these fast paced jazz and 
tap classes! 
 TAP: 9-9:45am/ Teacher: Naomi Christenson 
 JAZZ: 10:00-10:45am/ Teacher: Brianna Hall  |  Tuition: See Dance Class Passes

Ages 15 - Adult

Express Tap 
Mondays, Sept. 13 - Nov. 15   5:15-6pm | NorShor Theatre

Get a workout while we practice dancing skills and combinations! 
Teacher: Amber Burns  |  Tuition: See Dance Class Passes

Ages 15 - Adult

Amber’s Mixer
Wednesdays, Sept. 15 - Nov. 17  5:15-6pm | NorShor Theatre
       
Mix up your workout in this dance-cardio class! 
Teacher: Amber Burns  |  Tuition: See Dance Class Passes

 

PRE-PROFESSIONAL DANCE TRAINING
Zoom option available for all dance classes.

 

DANCE CLASS PASSES
Good for all adult dance and workout classes.

Unlimited Class Pass  |  $150 

10 Class Pass   |  $75 

Drop in pass  |  $8



The activities produced by The Duluth Playhouse at the NorShor, Family, and 
Underground Theatres and the School of Performing Arts is made possible by the 

voters of Minnesota through a Minnesota State Arts Board Operating Support grant, 
thanks to a legislative appropriation from the arts and cultural heritage fund.

The Playhouse and its programming is also supported in part by an award from the 
National Endowment for the Arts. To find out more about how National Endowment 

for the Arts grants impact individuals and communities, visit www.arts.gov.

The Playhouse also acknowledges the valuable support of the Depot Foundation, 
the Duluth Superior Area Community Foundation, the Wildey H. Mitchell Family 
Foundation, the McKnight Foundation, the Mardag Foundation, the Hanft Fride 

Law Firm, the Pachel Foundation, and the Lloyd K. Johnson Foundation.


